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Tue Editors of the Baptist Magazine, in closing the labours 
of another year, are desirous of expressing their gratitude to the 
Father of all mercies for the increased circulation which their 
work has obtained. The union formed at the close of last 
year between the Baptist Magazine and the New Baptist 
Miscellany has been productive of some, if not of all, the 
advantages | which were anticipated from it. A considerably 
extendéd sale has been realized, and the harmony and Christian 
affection of the denomination A been promoted. Encouraged 
by these tokens of success, the Editors are desirous of effecting 
all such improvements in the literary character of the work as 
are ee power ; and though they would scrupulously 
abstain from giving pice which may not be redeemed, they 
venture to intimate that the future character of the work will 
be in advance of the past. It is their purpose to give themselves 
diligently to its preparatiom, and to solicit more extensively, on 
its behalf, the assistance of the intelligent and better informed 
portion of their body. They cannot but deeply regret that a 
work, capable of being rendered so eminently useful to the 
Baptist denomination, should have its efficiency in any degree 
impaired by that literary assistance being withheld, which is so 
absolutely necessary to its permanent welfare. They wish it to be 
the representative of the body rather than of any portion of it,— 
the organ of the whole rather than of the few,—a periodical 
which the poor may understand, and which the intelligent must 
respect ; which shall command the confidence of eae while 
it breathes the spirit of unfeigned love to all the members of 
Christ’s spiritual family. 

They purpose keeping distinctly in view the class of society to 
which the majority of their readers belong. Were they to 
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attempt to invest their work with a high literary character, they 
would render it unsuitable to its purpose, and would in conse- 
quence counteract their own design. But they imagine that 
correctness of sentiment, simplicity of style, comprehensiveness 
of view, and vigour of intellect, may be rendered as intelligible 
to the podr as they are attractive to the better informed. But in 
order that these qualities should be exhibited in their pages, it 
is necessary that they receive extensive assistance from their 
friends. For this assistance they earnestly plead. To the intel- 
ligent and reading portion of their denomination they would say, 
“Make the Baptist Magazine your own, the representative of 
your mind, the mirror in which you may discern the form and 
features of your character. If it be not what you wish, afford 
us help to make it so. Suggest the alterations which you think 
requisite ; and, as we have no private purpose to answer by our 
labours, we will readily adopt whatever appears suited to improve 
the work.” 

By an arrangement already formed, the Editors hope to effect 
a considerable improvement in the Review department of their 
work. It will be their object to comprise their notices of minor 
publications within narrower limits, in order to afford space for a 
more extended examination of other works. But they would 
rather their readers should be apprised of this and of other 
points of projected improvement by their future performances 
than by their present promises. 

They would merely add an earnest request to their friends, and 
to the ministers of the denomination more especially, to attempt 
an extension of the sale of the work. The funds which its present 
sale supplies are far from being adequate to the claims which 
are made upon them. The widows and fatherless children of our 
departed brethren look to it for bread, but the portion which it 
gives is scanty in the extreme. 


a 


THRE 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


JANUARY, 1833. 


Sxercon oF THE Lire or W. WIL- 
BERFORCE, EsQ. WITH A BRIEF 
History or THE ABOLITION 
OF THE SLAvB TRADE, AND A 
RevIEw OF THE _ PRESENT 
STATE OF THE ANTI+SLAVERY 
CAUSE. 


Tue name of Wilberforce will ever 
be associated with the abolition of 
the African slave trade. He will be 
known to future generations as the 
early, zealous, and persevering friend 
of this most righteous and benevo- 
lent measure. While the Statesman 
and Warrior will lose much of 
their present honour as the public 
mind becomes more enlightened and 
upright in its decisions, the memory 
of this friend of Africa will be held 
in increasing esteem. Already has 
he received the blessing of those 
who were ready to perish. The ho- 
mage of the virtuous has been freely 
tendered him, and even his ene- 
mies have been compelled to do jus- 
tice to the integrity of his principles 
and the policy of his measures. It 
is not our purpose to enter at large 
into the circumstances of his life; 
but merely to mention two or three 
of these, and then to proceed 
to the history of that great 
cause of which he was so able 
an advocate. 

My. Wilberforce was born at Hull, 
in August, 1759, and received his 
education at St. John’s College, 
Cambridge. In 1780, he was re- 
turned to parliament for his native 
place, but being shortly afterwards 
chosen one of the representatives of 
Yorkshire, he made a selection of 
the latter, and continued in this re- 
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lation to the county till 1812. From 
that year to the close of his parlia- 
mentary career in 1825, he was 
chosen for Bramber. 

In his career as a statesman, he 
lent himself to no faction, but main- 
tained a laudably independent course. 
Though warmly attached, from early 
association, to William Pitt, he made 
his strong judgment, rather than the 
partiality of friendship, the guide of 
his yotes, and succeeded probably 
beyond any of his contemporaries 
in commanding the esteem of all 
parties. He supported Catholic 
emancipation and parliamentary re- 
form, reprobated the lottery as in- 


jurious to public morals ;. contended 


that the employment of boys in the 
sweeping of chimneys was an in- 
tolerable cruelty, and attempted, 
though in vain, to procure a legis- 
lative enactment against duelling. 
His benevolence was founded on 
principle, and was therefore univer- 
sal in its application. He has been 
described by Lord Brougham as the 
“venerable patriarch of the cause of 
the slaves, whose days were to be 
numbered by acts of benevolence 
and piety; whose whole life—and 
he prayed it might long be extended 
for the benefit of his fellow-crea- 
tures—had been devoted to the 
highest interests of religion and 
charity.”” In private life we have 
reason to believe that Mr. W. is 
beloved and hononred, He was 
married in 1797 to a daughter of 
Mr. Spooner, a wealthy Birming- 
ham manufacturer, by whom he bas 
a large family. May it be their 
honour to participate in the spirit of 
their father, that when he is removed 
B 
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to the place of his rest they may 
continue his Jabours, and share in 
the esteem he so extensively enjoys. 

With this brief sketch we must 
satisfy ourselves, in order to secure 
sufficient space for the narrative on 
which we purpose entering. It is 
much to be regretted that so little is 
generally known of the circun- 
stances which preceded and led to 
the abolition of the slave trade. 
Many evils result from this igno- 
rance. Colonial writers take advan- 
tage of it in various ways, parti- 
cularly, in claiming for their party 
praise, which they have never 
merited. It is by no means uncom- 
mon for the abolition of the slave 
trade to be attributed by these au- 
thors to the colonists, as though 
we had no records to which to ap- 
peal in proof of their determined, 


malignant, and persevering opposi- | 


tion to this act of national justice. 
It cannot be too deeply impressed on 
the mind, that the opposition of the 
Planters and West India merchants 
to the abolition of the African 
trade was as strenuous, as that 
which they now evince to the eman- 
cipation of the negroes. 

But to proceed with our narrative. 
Our country became implicated in 
the slave trade during the reign of 
Elizabeth. ‘Yo Sir John Hawkins 
belongs the unenviable distinction of 
having been the first Englishman 

_who engaged init. This occurred 
in 1562. He deceived his royal 
mistress, by representing the Afri- 
cans as voluntary labourers, The 
queen is stated to have expressed a 
concern lest any of the negroes 
should be forced from their country, 


declaring ‘it would be detestable and | 


call down the vengeance of heaven 
upon the undertakers.” A large 
number of vessels sailed annually 
from this country, taking with them 
fire arms, intoxicating liquors, and 
other articles of trifling value which 
they exchanged for slaves. But 
little attention was drawn to the 
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enormity of this traffic till towards 
the middle of the 18th century. 
The Society of Friends took the 
lead, and by this and their subse- 
uent conduct have entitled them- 
selves to the esteem and gratitude of 
mankind. So early as the year 
1727, they passed the following re- 
solution at their annual meeting in 
London: ‘It is the sense of this 
meeting, that the importing of 
negroes from their native country 
and relations by friends, is not a 
commendable nor allowed practice, 
and is therefore censured by this 
meeting.” 

In 1758 they passed another re- 
solution, marking more strongly 
their abhorrence of the traffic, and 
warning all in profession with them 
“that they carefully avoid being in 
any way concerned in reaping the 
unrighteous profits arising from it.” 
At length, in 1761, they determined 
to disown all such as engaged in it, 
thus furnishing an example to Chris- 
tendom which will cause their name 
to be held in everlasting veneration, 
Had other religious bodies imitated 
the conduct of the Quakers, the 
enormities of slavery, as well as 
those of the slave trade, would, 
long ere this, have ceased to call 
down the vengeance of heaven upon 
our country. ‘These bodies have 
sufficient influence in the nation to 
secure the execution of whatever 
wise and righteous measure they 
may unite in enforcing. On this 
account we rejoice, though on many 
others we deeply grieve, at the re- 
cent insurrection in Jamaica. The 
circumstances connected with this 
event have served effectually to dis- 
sipate the delusion under which 
some religious bodies have been 
conducting their Missionary opera- 
tions. Neutrality, in the case of 
slavery, is now seen to be as im- 
politic as it is unchristian. 

But the efforts of the Quakers, 
though honourable to themselves 
and efficient in reference to their 
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ewan members, failed to make any 
extensive impression on the nation. 
This, however, was accomplished 
by the labours of Mr. Granville 
Sharp, one of those enlightened 
philanthropists, who break the con- 
tinuity of human selfishness and 
crime, and attach a character of dis- 
tinguished honour to the age in 
which they live. 

In the early part of the 18th cen- 
tury the planters and . merchants 
were accustomed to bring slaves 
from the colonies in the capacity of 
servants, and subsequently to re- 
turn them xt their pleasure to the 
West Indies. A notion became ex- 
tensively prevalent amongst this 
class, that the English law did not 
sanction their masters in returning 
them to bondage, if they had sub- 
mitted during their residence in 
England to the Christian rite of 
baptism. They consequently so- 
licited, with much importunity, the 
performance of this rite, and then 
absconded. This state of things 
involved the planters and merchants 
in much perplexity, and induced 
them, in 1729, to solicit the opinion 
of York and Talbot, the Attorney 
and Solicitor General. This opi- 
nion was unfavourable to the ne- 
groes, and they were, in conse- 
quence, seized and openly forced on 
board the vessels which were des- 
tined to convey them to the land of 
slavery. Public feeling was thus out- 
raged, and the means of deliver- 
ance for the oppressed unexpectedly 
prepared. Mr. Sharp took an ac- 
tive part in the struggles of that 
period. He first appeared before 
the public as the friend of the Afri- 
can in the case of Jonathan Strong, 
who was brought to England in 
1765. This slave, having been bar- 
barously used by his master, Mr. 
David Lisle, became so emaciated 
by ague, fever, and lameness, as to 
be utterly useless, and was conse- 
quently permitted to go whither he 
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of his maintenance might be avoid- 
ed. In this miserable condition-he 
applied to Mr. William Sharp, a 
surgeon, for advice, under whose 
benevolent and skilful care he was 
restored to health. During his re- 
covery, Mr. Granville Sharp, a bro- 
ther of the surgeon, supplied him 
with money, and afterwards pro- 
a situation. Here his 
master happened to see him, and 
determined on repossessing him. 
For this parpose he caused him to 
be seized by some of the city offi- 
cers, who conveyed hin, without 
warrant, to the Poultry Compter, 
where he was_ sold by his master to 
John Kerr for thirty pounds. 


“Strong, * in this situation, sent, as was 
usual, to his godfathers, John London and 
Stephen Nail, for their protection. They 
went, but were refused admittance to him. 
At length he sent for Mr.Granville Sharp. 
The latter went, but they still refused access 
to the prisoner. He insisted, however, upon 
seeing him, and charged the keeper of the 
prison at his peril to deliver him up till he 
had been carried before a magistrate. 

“‘ Mr. Sharp, immediately upon this, waited 
upon Sir Robert Kite, the then lord-mayor, 
and entreated him to send for Strong, and 
to hear his case. A day was accordingly 
appointed. Mr. Sharp attended, and also 
William M‘Bean, a notary-public, and David 
Laird, captain of the ship Thames, which 
was to haye conveyed Strong to Jamaica, in 
behalf of the purchaser, John Kerr. A long 
conversation ensued, in which the opinion of 
York and Talbot was quoted. Mr. Sharp 
made his observations. Certain lawyers, 
who were present, seemed to be staggered at 
the case, but inclined rather to recommit the 
prisoner. The lord-mayor, however, dis- 
charged Strong, as he had been taken up 
without a warrant. 

“As soou as this determination was made 
known, the parties began to move off. Cap- 
tain Laird, however, who-kept close to 
Strong, laid hold of him before he had quit- 
ted the room, and said aloud, ‘Then I now 
seize him as my slave.’ Upon this, Mr. 
Sharp put his hand upon Laird’s shoulder, 
and pronounced these words: * I charge you, 
in the name of the king, with an assault upon 
the person of Jonathan Strong, and all these 
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are my witnesses.’ Laird was greatly inti- 
midated by this charge, made in the presence 
of the lord-mayor and others, and fearing a 
prosecution, let his prisoner go, Jeaving him 
to be conveyed away by Mr.Sharp.”* 

Several other cases of a ‘similar 
nature subsequently occurred, in all 
of which Mr. S. took a prominent 
part. But the legal question was 
yet unsettled: no broad principle to 
which the future protection of the 
African might be entrusted, had been 
admitted, and it was, therefore, de- 
termined, in the case of James 
Somerset, to try the general ques- 
tion, ‘“ Whether a slave, by coming 
into England, became free.’ In 
order that the law might be fully 
ascertained the case was argued at 
three different sittings, in 1772, and 
the pleadings submitted to the opi- 
nion of the judges. The result of 
the trial is well known. To the 
honour of the British constitution 
it was declared—That as soon as 
ever any slave set his foot on En- 
glish territory, he became free. This 
was an important and influential 
step. It contained the germ of 
subsequent measures, and gave 
promise to outraged humanity of 
more complete vindication. 

From this period public attention 
was increasingly drawn to the ques- 
tion. It became the topic of gene- 
ral conversation. Its nature was 
inquired into, and a conviction per- 
petually deepening of its inhuman 
and diabolical character, was ob- 
tained. The public abhorrence was 
greatly strengthened by a circum- 
stance which occurred in 1783. 


“Tn this year, certain underwriters desired 


to be heard against Gregson. and others of. 


d ; | murd i indivi 
Liveqiech dariheriace Ge ate eae: rder of so many innocent individuals, 


captain Collingwood, alleging that the cap- 


tain and officers of the said vessel threw | 


overboard 132 slaves alive into the sea, in | SS 
order to defraud them, by claiming the yalue| Ls 


of the said slaves, as if they bad been lost in 


a natural way. In the course of the trial, | 


his attention to the subject, and the 
the slaves on board the Zong were very | 


which afterwards came on, it appeared, that 
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sickly ; that 60 of them had already died, 
and several were ill and likely to die, when 
the captain proposed to James Kelsall, the 
mate, and others, to throw several of them 
overboard, stating ‘that if they died a na- 
tural death, the loss would fall upon the 
owners of the ship, but that, if they were 
thrown into the sea, it would fall upon the 
underwriters.” He selected accordingly 132 
of the most sickly of the slaves. Fifty-four 
of these were immediately thrown overboard, 
and 42 were made to be partakers of their 
fate on the succeeding day. In the course of 
three days afterwards the remaining 26 were 
brought upon deck to complete the number 
of victims. The first 16 submitted to be 
thrown into the sea; but the rest, with a 
nobie resolution, would not suffer the officers 
to touch them, but leaped after their com- 
panions and shared their fate. 

“* The plea, which was set up in behalf of 
this atrocious and unparalleled act of wicked- 
ness, was, that the captain discovered, when 
he made the proposal, that he had only 200 
gallons of water on board, and that he had 
missed his port. It was proved, however, in 
answer to this, that no one had been put* 
upon short allowance; and that, as if Provi- 
dence had determined to afford an unequivo- 
cal proof of the guilt, a shower of rain fell 
and continued for three days immediately 
after the second lot of slaves had been des- 
troyed, by means of which they might have 
filled many of their vessels * with water and 
thus have prevented all necessity for the des- 
truction of the third. 

**Mr. Sharp was present at this trial, and 
procured the attendance of a short-hand- 
writer to take down the facts, which should 
come out in the course of it. These he 
gave to the public afterwards. He commu- 
nicated them also, with a copy of the trial, . 
to the Lords of the Admiralty, as the guar- 
dians of justice upon the seas, and to the 
Duke of Portland, as principal minister of 
state. No notice however was taken by any 
of these, of the information which had been 
thus sent them. 

“But though nothing was done by the 
persons then in power, in consequence of the 


yet the publication of an account of it by 
Mr. Sharp in the newspapers, made such an 
impression upon others, that new coadjntors 


Two years after this, 1785, Mr. 
Thomas Clarkson was led to direct 


result of his inquiries was an entire 
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dedication of himself to the interests 
of humanity. In that year Dr. 
Peckhard, the vice-chancellor of 
Cambridge, proposed to the senior 
bachelors in arts, the following 
question as the subject for a Latin 
dissertation: 
slaves of others against their will.” 
Mr. Clarksen was, at this time, of 
the order of senior bachelors, and, 
having obtained the prize for the 
best Latin dissertation the previous 
year, a regard to his own reputation 
led him to try for it again. He at 
once perceived that the question had 
a direct bearing on the African slave 
trade, and proceeded to London 
to obtain information respecting the 
manner in which this traffic was 
conducted. Hitherto he had felt no 
interest in the question itself. His 
only concern was to maintain and 
extend his reputation in the univer- 
sity. But in the course of his read- 
ing his mind underwent an entire 
revolution. The atrocities which 
were systematically practised on the 
African coast, harrowed up his soul, 
and induced a degreeof feeling scarce- 
ly compatible with the calm discharge 
of his duties. His own account of 
the state of his mind at this period is 
eminently beautiful and touching. 


“Furnished then in this manner, I began 
my work. But no person can tell the severe 
trial, which the writing of it proved to me. 
I had expected pleasure from the invention 
of the arguments, from the arrangement of 
them, from the putting of them together, 
and from the thought in the interim that I was 
engaged in an innocent contest for literary 
honour. But all my pleasure was damped 
by the facts which were now continually 
before me. It was but one gloomy subject 
from morning to night. In the day-time 
I was uneasy. In the night [had little rest. 
I sometimes never closed my eye-lids for 
grief. It became now not so much a trial 
for academical reputation, as for the pro- 
duction of a work, which might be useful to 
injured Africa. And keeping this idea in 
my mind ever after the perusal of Benezet, I 
always slept with a candle in my room, that 
I might rise out of bed and put down such 
thoughts as might occur to me in the night, 
if I judged them valuable, conceiving that no 
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arguments of any moment should be lost in 
so great acause. Having at length finished 
this painful task I sent my Essay to the vice- 
chancellor, and soon afterwards found myself 
honoured as before with the first prize. 

As it is usual to read these essays pub- 
licly in the senate-house soon after the prize 
is adjudged, I was called to Cambridge for 
this purpose. I went and performed my 
office. On returning howeyer to London, 
the subject of it almost wholly engrossed my 
thoughts. I became at times very seriously 
affected while upon the road. I stopped my 
horse occasionally, and dismounted and 
walked. I frequently tried to persuade my- 
self in these intervals that the contents of 
my Essay could not be true. The more 
however I reflected upon them, or rather 
upon the authorities on which they were 
founded, the more I gave them credit. 
Coming in sight of Wades Mill in Hertford- 
shire, I sat down disconsolate on the turf 
by the roadside and held my horse. Here a 
thought came into my mind, that if the 
contents of the Essay were true, it was time 
some person should see these calamities to 
their end. Agitated in this manner I reached 
home. This was_in the summer of 1785.” 

Mr. Clarkson’s mind was now too 
deeply interested in the subject to 
return to its ordinary occupations. 
He determined on the translation of 
his Essay, sought an interview with 
Mr. G. Sharp, and ultimately re- 
solved on abandoning the church, in 
which he had fair prospects of pre- 
ferment, and of devoting himself 
entirely to the cause of the Africans. 
From this period he occupied him- 
self in calling on the leading mem- 
bers of the two houses of parlia- 
ment, in obtaining additional infor- 
mation, and in circulating such 
works as were suited to enlighten 
and arouse the public mind. 
Amongst other persons he called on 
Mr. Wilberforce, then in the morn- 
ing of his day, and but little known 
to the public, and it is gratifying to 
peruse his own account of the re- 
ception which he experienced. Lit- 
tle did Mr. C. imagine, that the 
young senator, on whom he then 
called, was to act so distinguished 
and cousistent a part in the great 
struggle. The designs of Provi- 
dence were, as yet, unrevealed ; but 
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now the result is known, it cannot 
be uninteresting to look back and 
review the circumstances which have 
conducted to so triumphant and glo- 
rious an issue. 


« Among those whom I visited, was Mr. 
Wilberforce. On my first interview with 
him, he stated frankly, that the subject had | 
often employed his thoughts, and that it was 
near his heart. He seemed earnest about it, | 
and also very desirous of taking the trouble 
of inquiring further into it. Having read | 
my book, which I had delivered to him in 
person, he sent for me. He expressed a 
wish that I would make him acquainted with 
some of my authorities for the assertions in | 
it, which I did afterwards to his satisfaction. 
He asked me if I could support it by any 
other evidence. I told him I could.—I men- | 
tioned Mr. Newton, Mr. Nisbett, and several | 
others to him. He took the trouble of 


sending for all these. He made memoran- 
dums of their conversation, and, sending for | 
me afterwards, showed them to me. On | 
learning my intention to devote myself to | 
the cause, he paid me many handsome com- 
pliments. He then desired me to call upon 
him often, and to acquaint him with my 
progress from time to time. He expressed 
also-his willingness to afford me any assist- 
ance in his power in the prosecution of my 
pursuits.” 


( Fo be continued. )° 


| STEPNEY AcapEmicaL. Instiru- 
TION. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My Dear Sir, 


Will you be so kind as to permit 
me, through the medium of your 
valuable Miscellany, to call the at- 
tention of the churches to the pre- 
sent state of the Baptist College at 
Stepney? Its affairs, cannot, I am 
sure, be uninteresting to your read- 
ers, since it has long received marks 
of their kind attention, both ‘in the 
benevolent support of private indi- 
viduals, and also in the public col- 
lections which have been made in 
its behalf. 

Since the year 1810, the Commit- 


| fort. 


tee have pursued their object of en- 


Stepney Academical Institution. 


riching with the endowments of 
learning and experience young 
men whose piety and talent in- 
duced the churches to set them 
apart for the Christian ministry ; 
with a success, which, though it 
may not be so great as they could 
wish, has yet nevertheless greatly 


/encouraged them under the nume- 


rous difficulties they have encoun- 
tered. 

These difficulties were of two 
kinds; first, the accommodations 
were unfitted for the business of the 
college, so that much time, and 
often the health of the students, 


| were sacrificed in pursuing their 


studies, without necessary provi- 
sion for their retirement and com- 
And, secondly, the resources 
have: always been inadequate to 
meet the annual expenditure; so 
that the managers of the institution 
have been cramped with perpetual 
poverty. 

Impressed with the importance of 
the former difficulty, the friends of the 
Institution resolved in 1828-9 to re- 
move it. They therefore erected new 
studies, library, and chapel, and made 
a new arrangement of the premises, 
to afford convenient apartments for 
sleeping. The whole cost 4000/. 
which sum has been paid, and the 
erection affords for the students, and 
the business of the college, all that 
could be desired. 

The second diffieulty still remains. 
For, although the committee have ne- 
ver admitted so many students as the 
premises would now accommodate ; 
and in managing the business of the 
college, the strictest regard has been 
paid to economy; yet the annual ex- 
penditure has been constantly more 
than its annual income, the arrears 
of which, havenow accumulated, until 
the Treasurer is 915/. in advance. 

In order to reduce this deficiency it 
has been proposed to sell out 6002. 
of government stock, which was in- 
tended, by former friends, to consti- 
tute a permanent support for the 
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Tustitution. But before the com- 
mittee could venture to take that 
step, they felt that it was their duty 
to submit the case to the friends of 
the denomination, and to ascertain, 
by a direct appeal to individuals, 
whether they will suffer an institu- 
tion already much too weak for the 
object it has to secure, to be sub- 
jected to an act of violence in its 
present emergency. Such an appeal 
therefore will be made to them in 
the course of the present month. 

The managers of the Institution 
are exceedingly desirous that this ap- 
peal should not be made in vain; for, 
if the stock be sold, it will cut off 
the support of one student for ever ; 
and leave no other resource but that 
of curtailing still farther the opera- 

-tions of the Committee, in order to 
bring their future expenditure, within 
the limits of their diminished in- 
come. 

But if such a result could at any 
time be contemplated by our Chris- 
tian brethren, this surely is not the 
period for advocating it, for the inte- 
rests of religion are no longer in the 
even state they were at the foundation 
of the college. The changes in our 
country, and the changes in the affairs 
of dissenters, are calling increasingly 
on every hand forthe largest exertions 
of a most efficient ministry. 


Hitherto our brethren have been | 


pushed aside by the prevailing par- 
ties, generally with indifference, but 
often with unrighteous contempt ; 
and if amongst the dissenters here 
and there an individual may have 
commanded some courtesy amongst 
the clergy, yet these have been the 
exceptions from the rule. For the 
most part the brethren engaged in 
the dissenting ministry have either 
resigned their proper respect in so- 
ciety, as a treasure no longer to be 
claimed; or, they have retired from 
scenes of public usefulness rather 
than encounter a perpetual insult. 
The latter was an alternative hardly 
to be justified, and which, if it could, 


is now unable to be continued. The 
Bible Society, and others of a simi- 
lar kind, together with the increased 
national importance of dissenters, 
bring our ministerial brethren con- 
stantly in contact with the clergy, 
who have access to the most efficient 
means for mental cultivation in the 
world, This too takes place most 
frequently in the towns and villages 
where the minister has to maintain 
his ground, single handed, or resign 
the cause to which he has devoted 
himself to perpetual and systematic 
opposition. 

We have only to luok over the 
map of our country, and inquire into 


the state of the churches, in any 


denomination, to be deeply con- 
vinced that the disadvantages attend- 
ing an uneducated ministry have 
been most afflictive. In some 
cases, both minister and people are 
virtually excluded from respectable 
society, and the doctrines of Jesus 
branded with odium, merely because, 
in some matters of general know- 
ledge, the minister was unable to 
preserve his proper elevation. 

If, however, this were the only, 
or the principal evil resulting, it 
might be sustained with less con- 
cern, because the church is not to 
be anxious for worldly applause. 
But that which excludes dissenters 
from any circle prevents their doing 
good there, and, therefore, limits 
their usefulness. If they become 
too proud to condescend to men of 
low estate, they will lose the satis- 
faction which the Saviour felt when 
the mystery of his mercy was re- 
vealed to babes ; and, if they be still 
deprived of necessary learning, so 
as to be excluded from the higher 
circles, the church will be deprived 
of that resistless wisdom by which 
he stopped the mouths of his ene- 
mies, and shielded both the persons 
and the feclings of his servants from 
the injuries inflicted by the great. 

It has long been a ground of 
bitter complaint, that in the families 
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of those who founded and cherished 
the dissenting interests in former 
times, the children have in many 
cases either turned into the world or 
united with the establishment. And 
yet such must ever be the case un- 
less the education of the ministry 
prepare for the rising generation in- 
structors that will command their 
respect. 

It is not intended to affirm that 
any human means can of itself se- 
cure the piety of our offspring. If 
God withhold his aid, we know that 
even parental tears will fall to the 
ground in vain: Bnt though the 
genial soil of youthful hearts will 
not bring forth the fruits of right- 
eousness Without the beams of hea- 
venly blessing, yet these beams were 
never intended to make it fruitful 
without proper cultivation. And, 
perhaps, there is not in all the masses 
of our country’s misery, one thing 
that is more afflictive to a consider- 
ate Christian than the situation of 
the young people in some of our re- 
ligious congregations ; their parents 
long for their salvation, and they 
are the objects of a most endearing 
ministerial solicitude, whilst their 
early associations have awakened in 
them an interesting curiosity to un- 
derstand the things which belong to 
their eternal peace: but still the ob- 
ject so important to them all is not 
secured, they are surrounded with 
difficulties and unconverted _ still. 
In order to remedy the evil, they are 
invited to engage in works of useful- 
ness, in order that the teaching 
of others may be instrumental in 
securing their own piety. And yet 
the work fails. The young cannot 
teach even children unless they 
themselves be first taught. And they 
either forsake the work, in disgust 
at the difficulty, or continue it in a 
form which is neither useful to the 
children nor pleasing to themselves. 
In many cases the pastor has stepped 
in to their assistance. Cate- 
chetical and Bible classes have been 


formed, in a few instances, with 
great benefit to all; but in many 
cases these have totally failed. ‘They 
had the best wishes of the pastor, 
but they taxed his resources more 
heavily than he could afford; they 
first became uninteresting and then 
forsaken ; and yet no charge of ne- 
glect can be alleged against either 
party; the young were anxious to 
learn, and the pastor to teach, but 
he had to struggle with a mental 
destitution which he could not con- 
troul, and suffered the affliction 
which a father ‘feels when his chil- 
dren are perishing by a poverty 
which he cannot relieve. 

These facts, involving so many 
reasons for more care in edu- 
cating the ministry, do not im- 
ply the slightest reflection on the 
parties themselves, but rather the 
reverse. Even in the cases marked 
with perfect failure, there has often 
been a noble struggle with all the re- 
sources the individuals possessed be- 
fore the effort was resigned as hope- 
less. But in some cas¥s, the neces- 
sities of the young have awakened 
an all-absorbing devotedness, and 
called forth exertions that have ter- 
minated most successfully. But this 
has generally, if not exclusively, oc- 
curred where the previous education 
prepared the labourer to occupy a 
country retirement in deeper studies, 
or else where a more perfect educa- 
tion placed at his disposal a fund 
of independent resources. 

The circumstances of the times ren- 
der it impossible to succeed on any 
other principles. The ageis so satura- 
ted with periodicals of every kind, and 
the habit. of reading is so generally 
acquired by the lower classes, that 
those who mean to hold any respect- 
ability in society must be possessed 
of information bysome means. When 
not inclined to read books, they read 
reviews; and instead of seriously 
studying the truth, the young ate 
perpetually tempted. to rely upon the 
scraps of a magazine; and if the 
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minister be mean enough to bend to 
the age, instead of endeayouring to 
guide and improve it, he has only to 
study the magazines likewise, and 
to retail their contents in his dis- 
courses and conversations. But 
if he is to enter into the great 
work of his charge, labour to lift 
his people to a place of safety, and 
raise them to acondition of usefulness, 
he must study the subjects necessary 
for a Christian to know more deeply ; 
he must be prepared to supply them 
with instruction when they need it, 
and to command so much respect by 
his knowledge and piety as shall en- 
able him to make the acquirements 
of his people subservient to their 
spiritual improvement. 

‘The importance of these acquire- 
ments in the ministry can scarcely be 
shewn more powerfully than by a 
giance at those important interests 
which are just now struggling in the 
birth. The Missionary Societies de- 
mand the utmost degree of economi- 
cal sagacity, combined with _ the 
greatest faithfulness, and the warmest 
christian zeal. The interests of re- 
ligious liberty at Home and abroad 
are brought toa point where every 
resolution of government will need 
to be watched with the most 
jealous care, lest flattery or force 
should nip its opening blossom. 
But the conduct of the gospel 
minister himself is infinitely more 
important still. He ought to be 
ready with the utmost accuracy 
to draw the line by which his con- 
duct might be so regulated as to yjo 
late no point of duty whilst inspired 
with the hope of political advantage. 
He must be prepared to know how 
and when to act; and to refrain 
from interference, so as to maintain 
the dignity of his character in the 
midst of national excitement, and 
the spirituality of his office in the 
midst of patriotic solicitude. ‘This, 
too, will be the more important, be- 
cause the teaching and the example 
of-the minister will be most seriously 
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needed by those members of his flock 
who will have to engage in national 
affairs, and whom he must labour, 
by the force of education and piety, 
to preserve from the dangers of 
worldly pollution, 

It is a great mercy, sir, that 
we are now blessed with a more 
than usual attention to the rights of 
every class of his Majesty's subjects, 
and to the importance of moral 
worth and dignity in every station ; 
but how awful will it be if the mi- 
nister of religion alone should be 
depressed through an education in- 
sufficient to carry the work forward 
to perfection. 

If the question were one relating 
to human laws, or human science, 
the bounty of the nation in other 
cases, proves that the appeal would 
never be made in vain: why, 
then, should it be disregarded by 
Christians when it relates to the 
laws of their God, and the doc- 
trines of his mercy ? 

But to us as a denomination this 
remark has a more forcible applica- 
tion than to any other. For whether 
right or wrong we have certainly 
been committed on the ground of pe- 
culiar strictness in adhering to the 
laws of the Redeemer and the Spirit 
of his grace. We have, therefore, 
had to bear the fiercest fire in the 
defence of religious liberty, and the 
most exact adherence to the prece- 
dents and precepts of scripture, is the 
point by which we are distinguished 
from other men; ought not, there- 
fore, the Baptist ministry to be more 
qualified to explain the Book of 
God than other men? So it should 
seem from our profession. I do not 
say that it has been so. 

Indeed, I wish not to institute a 
comparison, even if it were never so 
advantageous. May the word of our 
God be known byall; and the teachers 
of its truth begreatly multiplied. But, 
sir, I wish most seriously to suggest 
whether the support of this institu- 
tion in the metropolis, where the 
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churches and tlre ministers can watch 
over its proceedings, and understand 
by daily observation the claim which 
it lays to their patronage, is not a 
duty which they owe to themselves, 
to their children, to the churhes of 
our denomnation, to the interests of 
their country, and the honour of 
their Lord. 

Excuse my boldness in obtruding 
so much upon your valuable pages. 
If any apology be needed, it will be 
found in the importance of the sub- 
jeet. I am, dear sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
Cc. S. 


ae 


SLAVERY. 


My Curisrian Broraer, 


Those of us who, from a sense 
of duty, engaged in the cause of 
negro slavery so recently as five 
years since, and gave our nights as 
well as-our days to the study of this 
heart-affecting, spirit-stirring sub- 
jeet, well know how much ignorance, 
apathy, and heartless indifference 
generally prevailed, not only in the 
world, but in the different religious 
denominations ; although the Anti- 
Slavery Society was frequently 
issuing its different publications on 
the subject, and regularly holding 
its anniversary meetings to make 
known the enormities, demoraliza- 
tion, and annihilating tendency in- 
separably connected with this most 
horrid system of iniquity ; yet, 
but few comparatively, since the 
abolition of the slave trade by Eng- 
land, so laid these things to heart as 
to devote themselves to the work of 
abolition in a manner calculated to 
rouse public attention, and by their 
decided, consistent, and persevering 
conduct, give undoubted evidence, 
that by them, slavery was considered 
an outrage upon justice, humanity, 
and religion ;—as a violation of the 
laws of God, and utterly repugnant 
to the letter as well as the spirit of 
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Christianity. That God was in- 
sulted and dishonoured by the de- 
basement and cruel oppression of 
his creatures, and the infernal de- 
termination manifested by the gene- 
rality of the planters to withhold 
from their negroes every mears by 
which they might be restored to 
the moral beauty and dignity of the 
sons of God, through faith in the 
atonement and intercession of 
Christ ;—rendered it certain to some 
minds, that if his people would not 
hear his voice in the dispensations 
of his providence, and come them- 
selves to the work of justice and 
mercy that he would visit them 
with his judgments; and by the 
persecution of the missionaries, the 
sufferings and bitter death of their 
followers for righteousness’ sake, 
and the destruction of their pro- 
perty, awake them from their crue? 
selfishness and Laodicean indiffer- 
ence, by tuuching, as it were, their 
skin and their bone. Thus, as in 
‘the days of old, God is making his 
voice to be heard in the church and 
in the world, by sending the pesti- 
lence and troublous times ; and his 
command must be obeyed by Britain 
as it was by Pharaoh, ‘Let the 
people go, that they may serve me,” 
lest he visit us, as as he did him, 
with ruin, for our avarice, cruelty, 
and crimes as a nation, but of 
which we have been guilty more es- 
pecially in Africa and the Indies : 
“Shall I not visit for these things, 
saith the Lord, and shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this ?” 

Now although the conduct of the 
planters of Jamaica recently has been 
so odious and wicked as to excite an 
increased degree of attention to the 
subject of slavery, and Christian 
sympathy has been awakened and 


| manifested towards our fellow-sub- 


jects and suffering Christian bre- 
thren, yet the effect produced is but 
portal, the conduct of far the greater 
number of those who profess to be 
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deeply affected by these exhibitions 
of slavery, continues to be as incon- 
sistent as ever, as it regards the ac- 
customed use of its produce. Allow 
me, therefore, to address some re- 
marks on the subject to the ministers 
and followers of Christ, more espe- 
cially in the Baptist connexion ; and 
by their insertion in the Magazine 
for the ensuing month an additional 
favour will be conferred on 

A Member of the Anti-Slacery Society. 


Christian Brothers and Friends, 
Much has recently been done by 
the Anti-Slavery and Agency Socie- 
ties to secure the return of such 
members to Parliament as shall be 
willing to do what they can to pro- 
mote the immediate abolition of 
slavery ; and, with the Divine bless- 
ing, I trust it will net prove unayail- 
ing. The time is now arrived when 
every possible effort that can be made 
by the friends of humanity, justice, 
and religion, to remove this crimson 
stain, this direful curse from our 
country and colonies—should be im- 
mediately and perseveringly employed 
for the encouragement of the gentle- 
men who have been pledged to the 
accomplishment of this great object 
of philanthropy and religion in the 
House of Commons, and to stimulate 
and sanction the government in 
bringing the subject before Parlia- 
ment. Allow me, then, to say, it is 
considered by the Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety of great moment that peti- 
tions should be presented to Par- 
liament from every city, town, and 
considerable village or district, in the 


United Kingdom as soon as possible. 


after the assembling of its members, 
that by one combined and universal 
expression of feeling and sentiment 
throughout the British empire, like 
that on the subject of reform, it may 
be seen and felt by the king and his 
ministers that the nation is unani- 
mous, and determined, in the strength 
of God, no longer to remain satistied 
or at ease under the oppression, or 
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endure the persecution of their fel- 
low-subjects and Christian brethren ; 
—that slavery must andshall cease for 
ever in the dependencies of Great 
Britain, and that with the least pos- 
sible delay. 

I beg leave, therefore, earnestly to 
suggest for the consideration of the 
ministers of Christ, how exceedingly 
desirable it is to have a lecture or 
lectures in their respective places of 
worship, for the information of their 
hearers and the public generally, as 
the best possible preparative to the 
successful getting up of petitions on 
the subject. Should it not suit their 
covenience to speak on the subject 
themselves, the Anti-Slavery and 
Agency Societies will. feel much 
pleasure in appointing  gentle- 
men for the purpose, whose inti- 
mate acquaintance with this deep- 
ly-affecting subject, and devoted- 
ness to their object as a religious 
duty, qualify them for the important 
office as lecturers. Nor is it known 
by the friends of the Anti-Slavery 
cause, or the ministers of religion, 
how great is the ignorance of the 
public generally on the subject of the 
slave trade and slavery; and that it 
is most important to its speedy anni- 
hilation that they should promote the 
diffusion of knowledge without delay 
by lectures, and the distribution of 
the publications of the Anti-Slavery 
Society. This subject I may be al- 
lowed to press on your consideration 
from my personal knowledge of its 
great importance to the success of our 
cause; and I earnestly hope it will 
receive your sanction and recom- 
mendation at this most urgent and 
awful crisis of colonial slavery, and 
persecution of Christian missionaries 
and pious negroes. 

Permit me, also, to urge on every 
individual the duty of abstaining 
from the use of West India produce, 
particularly sugar, so long as the 
culture of it is the price of their 
brother’s blood, and the procuring 
cause of-nearly all his misery. In 
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this respect we have been most in- 
consistent as Christians, who are) 
commanded to abstain from the} 
appearance of evil; for whilst we 
profess to abhor slavery, by the con- 
sumption of its produce we give the 
planter a bounty for its production, 
and afford him the means of its per- 
petuation. Would to God that the 
holy consistency and decision of the | 
apostle Paul had been uniformly | 
manifested on this subject as it was | 
by him in reference to meat—thai he 
would eat no more whilst the world 
stood, if it made his brother to offend— 
and then slavery, with all its cruelties 
and crimes, would long since have | 
ceased. And the principal reasons 
why it has not amongst sincere Chris- 
tians, arises, I believe, from the pre- | 
vailing ignorance of the nature and | 
evils of slavery, and the almost total | 
absence till lately, of public and 
private prayer to God for his effec- 
tual bléssing to succeed the efforts 
made for the total and immediate | 
abolition of so great an evil through- | 
out the British colonies and depen- | 
dencies. 
My heart's desire and prayer to | 
God, therefore, is, should we be 
spared to see another year, we may | 
commence and continue it under a 
deep sense of our wickedness as a na- | 
tion, of the misery and crimethat have | 
been inflicted by our means, although, | 
‘perhaps, ignorantly, by many persons, | 
on more than 500,000 of our un- 
offending African brethren ; and that 
we may individually ask ourselves, 
under a deep consciousness of our 
indifference, lukewarmness, and sin- 
fulness, “ Lord, what wouldst thou 
have me todo?” and never cease | 
our efforts or our prayers until 
slavery is abolished, andthe blessings | 
of civil and religious liberty are fully 
and freely enjoyed by every British 
subject in the colonies of our sinful, 
but highly-favoured country. And 
then we will unite together in ascrib- 
ing allthe praiseandgloryto God who 
hath Ioved us, to Christ who hath 
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Refiections for the New Year. 


redeemed us, and to the Holy Spirit 
who hath sanctified us, and will make 
us meet,we trust, to be partakers with 
the saints in glory everlasting. In 
the love of the Gospel, 
Believe me, yours affectionately, 
Tur NEGROES’ FRI"ND. 


ReFLecTions For THE New YFar. 


“ Largeness of heart even as the sand by 
the sea shore.” 


‘* Ask what I shall give thee.” 


Reaper, hast thou ever asked for 
a large heart—a large heart to feel 
for the miseries of a perishing world 
—a large heart to feel abounding 
love to the Redeemer—a large heart 
to be full of holy useful projects for 
doing good? if not, you have for- 


fo) 
borne to ask what would make 


|“ your light shine in the world,” 


and bring a large revenue of glory to 
the Lord, Well, be it so, that hitherto 
yon have not asked largely for spi- 
ritual blessings—yet now begin— 
with this new year begin a new course 
of duties and engagements in the 
Redeemer’s service. ‘Yhere is every 
thing in him, and his blessed pro- 
mises—every thing in your own 
helplessness and lukewarmness— 
every thing in the condition of those 
by whom you are surrounded, to 
call forth your prayers for this bless 
ing—would you be holy and con- 
sistent as a Christian—would you 
become a blessing to others—would 
you do good in the world—wonld 
you desire to see the kingdom of the 
Saviour come with almighty power 
around—would you see pentecostal 
seasons to bless the world and to 
gladden the church, then ask largely 


/—pray that you may possess “ large- 


ness of heart,” and feel deeply in 
every thing calculated to promote 
the best interests of your own soul, 
and the glory of that dear Saviour - 
you have professed to serve. — Think 
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for a little on the blessed erample, of 
“one greater than Solomon,” who 
had “ the spirit without measure,” 
whose “zeal consumed him,” and who 
gave himself for you:—yes, think 
of the Redeemer how he “ finished 
the work that was given him 
to do’"—whose ‘ meat and drink it 
was to do his heavenly Father's will,” 
and who was straitened til that will 
was accomplished ; till he was bap- 
tized in sufferings for our salvation. 
Reader, remember this was largeness 
of heart. You are called upon to 
“‘consider Christ Jesus the great 
High Priest. of your profession.” 
Well, then, consider him in his suffer- 
ings for your sake—consider him in 
his example for your imitation, con- 
sider him as your Lord, your King, 
to maintain a right in your services, 
your love, your obedience ; and then, 
reader, then his love will constrain 
you to devote your powers to Lim— 
to yield yourself a living sacrifice,” 
and to give up yourself, body, soul, 
and spirit,’ unreservedly to him as a 
reasonable service.” 

In considering Christ Jesus, you 
will feel and lament your own cold- 
ness and indifference, and that will 
lead you to cry mightily to him for 
the fulfilment of his gracious word, 
and what is it? what did God say 
to Solomon? “ Ask what I shall 
give thee ; well, then, be encouraged, 
he says the same to you—ves, to you, 
and not only says it, but will do it. 
Do you ask how it was Solomon 
had a large heart—it was because 
he asked it of God—yes, reader he 
asked for wisdom and knowledge in 
preference to wealth, or honour, or 
dignity.. Oh! follow his example, 
seek first for- spiritual blessings— 
seek first the glory of God, and then 
you have the Saviour’s promise that 
all other things shall be added unto 

ou.” Solomon found it true; he left 
all worldly things with the Lord, and 
was he destitute? Ah! no, read the 
history of hisgreatness, his splendour, 


his servants, his honours—and be-. 
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lieve it, dear reader, even if you are 
not possessed so largely in outward 
things, yet that “ your peace shall 
flow as a river,”’ and the Divine glory 
through you be promoted, and ‘‘ your 
soul shall be as a watered garden,” and 
great shall be your reward in heaven, 
for they “‘ that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament 
and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars for ever and 
ever.’ Then as the best new year's 
blessing you can have, ask for “ large- 
ness of heart,”’ “ ask and you shall 
receive.” 


BW 


—<— 


THe OBLIGATION RESTING ON 
Memsers or CHURCHES TO AT- 
TEND PRAYER AND CHURCH- 
MEETINGS, 


Tue following, though a common 
circumstatice, is one that calls for 
serious consideration ; inasmuch as 
it is more intimately connected with 
the dormant state of religion in our 
churches than many are apt to 
imagine. 

As the pastor of a christian church 
was recently visiting his flock to 
inquire of their welfare, and to pro- 
mote their spiritual comfort by his 
counsel and his prayers, he met 
with Henry—a member of his 
church. After the usual friendly 
inquiries, he observed—“< Well, 
Henry, you were not with us at the 
church-meeting last evening, how 
was that?” Henry answered, 
“ Why, sir, I had a liétle job which 
I wished to finish, so I stopped 
at home.” 

As Henry was going to his em- 
ployment the pastor had not then 
an opportunity of saying much to 
him on the subject ; but as he pur- 
sued his walk he reflected on the 
circumstance, and said to himself, 
so then, a little job is, in the estima- 
tion of this professor, of more im- 
portance than a church-meeting! 
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He felt grieved, that a Christian | 


should make such a sorry excuse 
for absenting himself from, what 
every disciple of Christ ought to 
consider, an important duty and an 
invaluable privilege. Not that he 
thought Henry the only person, or 
but one amongst very few, who are 
guilty of such conduct. He felt 
persuaded that every pastor has 
many in his church, who act from 
similar motives, and adopt the same 
short sighted policy. How often 
are excuses made on account of ab- 
sence from church and _ prayer- 
meetings, which a man of business 
would be ashamed to make for not 
executing an order, and are these 
meetings of less importance than 
business? Did the Lord thus 
judge, when he said, ‘‘ Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life—whosoever he be 
of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my disciple.” 
In these words, he evidently teaches 
us that there must be great. self- 
denial and giving up, so much, at 
least, of temporal things and em- 
ployments, as are inimical to our 
growth in grace and the promotion 
of his glory. We are to “ seek 
first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness ;’’ and if this be done, 
we shall not hesitate to sacrifice the 
pleasures of sense, the profits of 
business, and all other temporal in- 
terests that oppose the claims of 
our divine master and prevent our 
frequent communion with God in 
the institutions and services of the 
Christian church. ry 

The beneficial influence which 
these meetings have on the Chris- 
tian’s experience and _ prospects, 
show the importance of his habitu- 
ally attending to them. Let any 
one judge, which is the most con- 
sistent disciple of Christ, he who 
conscientiously and regularly attends 
prayer and church-meetings, or he 
who is frequently absent from these 
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social and devotional exercises ?— 
which profits the most from the ser- 
vices of the Lord's-day ?—which 
manifests most fully the Divine im- 
press of the Holy Spirit’s sealing, 
and the sweet odour of his anoint- 
ing?—which enjoys most of the 
love of God shed abroad in his 
heart ?—-which promotes the Divine 
glory most, and is most useful in 
the church and the world ?—and 
which feels the purest and most 
elevated pleasure in the anticipation 
of eternity? O! ye who neglect 
church and prayer-meetings! you 
wound your pastor's heart, you do 
an injury to your fellow members, 
you wrong your own souls, ané 
quench the Holy Spirit who kindles 
the fire of devotion on the altar of 
the Christian’s heart. 

Ministers and people often ex- 
press surprise and regret, that con- 
versions are so few, and that vital 
religion is at so low an ebb in the 
churches. Our surprise will cease 
and our sorrow will be augmented, 
when we consider how few there 
are in any church who attend 
prayer-meetings with regularity, 
perseverance, and holy importunity. 
{t is admitted, that there are circum- 
stances connected with a large fa- 
mily, young children, afflictions, and 
“‘ works of necessity,’ which justify 
the absence of those who are imme- 
diately concerned. But it is too no- 
torious to be denied, that the great 
majority, of those who neglect 
prayer-meetings have no just cause 
for absence. 

How. can the church prosper, 
whilst such a multitude of its mem- 
bers neglect the most efficacious 
means for promoting growth in 
grace, and increase of its numbers ? 
“We have not because we ask not. 
Let us draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to us. Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto me, and Iwill heark- 
en unto you. And ye shall seek 
me, and find me, when ye shall 


Juvenilia. 


search for me with all your heart.”’ 
Before we experience the out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit, which is necessary 
to a revival of religion and the con- 
version of the thoughtless, worldly, 
and infidel multitudes around us, the 
members of our churches must 
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themselves be more separate from 
the world and spend more time, 
with more heart in pleading with 
God, saying, “ We will not let thee 
go except thou bless us.” 


Loughton. S. B. 


; JUVENILIA. 


A WORD BY THE WAY-SIDE. 


In some of the deserts that stretch their 
burning sands amid the wilds of Africa, 
spots of verdant beauty oft-times greet the 
wanderer’s eye, and afford him shelter 
and delight. The cooling spring invites 
his thirsty lip; the air, loaded with the 
fragrance of surrounding flowers, soothes 
his aching brow; the birds of heaven 
chaunt him to repose. It is in the moral 
as in the natural world, as we journey 
through this wilderness of human cares 
and toil, we sometimes find amid the bar- 
renness of Christian profession a spiritual 
Oasis of lovely holiness and peace. The 
state of religion in general, though the Sun 
of Righteousness gilds its mountain tops 
and illuminates its vales, has, alas! too 
many of these moral wilds, over which 
the light of heaven seems to shine in vain; 
while in other parts of its wide domains, 
some happy hill of Zion, encamped by the 
armies of the living God and of the church 
which is on earth invite your weary steps. 
We rest beneath its sacred shadow with 
delight, we gather the immortal fruit 
which grows on its tree of life, we drink 
with joy ot the “ brook by the way,” and 
voices as from angels whispering nigh, tell 
of the rest laid up for usin glory, It was 
after a refreshment similar to this, that 
the preceding reflections suggested them- 
selves. I know that we frequently mis- 
take our feelings when placed in new and 
uncommon situations. The excitements 
even of novelty have been honoured as 
the elevations of devotion; for who is 
independent of the associations of feeling 


and impulse, those subtle and mysterious 
laws which no human heart, amidst all its 
stubbornness, has ever yet withstood? 
Perhaps there was some degree of the 
emotion which then possessed my soul 
attributable to causes such as these. Yet 
conceding this, I have seldom in the course 
of my Christian pilgrimage felt my spiri- 
tual strength so renewed by waiting on the 
Lord. 1 have heard brilliant addresses 
from popular talent, as it marshalled the 
advocates of truth on a constellated plat- 
form, or I have rejoiced in the holy capti- 
vation of genius, when, hallowed by the 
influence of Divine grace, it has dared to 
trace, through the bewilderings of human 
reason, a pathway to the skies; and Ihave 
bowed beneath the influence of some great 
master spirit, as I grasped his page and re- 
velled in the mental banquet his intellect 
had spread—but I have seldom felt so 
deeply my own condition of sin and help- 
lessness,or the value of redeeming love and 
truth, as I did at the little Baptist chapel at 
W. B. I was conducted there by some 
friends I was visiting, and among whose 
kind and endearing attentions I hoped tu 
find recovered health. The chapel, mean 
in exterior form, was that morning thinly 
attended, and the little flock of Sabbath 
children, and the lowly garb of all around, 
verified the truth of our Lord’s observa- 
tion. They belonged to a kingdom which 
is not of this world, though it has a bigh- 
way through it on which the ransomed of 
the Lord are daily advancing to the eter- 
nal hills of bliss, In this lowly house of 


prayer there was no altar of gems, or 
clouds of surrounding incense; no proud 
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array of priestly vestments, or sacerdotal 
pomp; no strains of softened music, or 
painted window of impressive gloom, t 
captivate the senses and mislead the mind. 
But there was the solemnity of deep devo- 
tion, the spirits of the just in progression 
of that perfecting grace which hallows 
the altar of the human heart in eternal 


consecration unto God. There was a 


powerful illustration of the simplicity of 


the gospel of Christ, as it seemed, in the 
majesty of its independent love, to give 
that peace to the believer's heart which 
passeth all mortal understanding. And 
there was,I trust, tbe presence of the great 
Master of assemblies, whose Spirit, though 
it rested not in symbolic tongues of fire, 
touched the renovated heart as with a 
living coal from off the heavenly altar. 
My soul was again excited to run her 
Christian course with joy; and, as visions 
of the heavenly world unfolded to her 
view, the trials, sorrows, and pains of 
this, seemed scarcely worthy of a thought. 
To be a ransomed heir of glory—a fellow- 
citizen with saints whose robes are washed 
and made white in the blood of the Lamb 
—a member of the Church of the living 
God—form a gift worthy the beneficence 
of Sacred Love. And though many a 
claimant of these divine riches is clothed 
by the band of vulgar poverty, aad knows 
nothing of the refinements of taste, or the 
graduations of learning, while the delu- 
sions of wealth are cast upon his humble 
path, and the pride of intellect disowns all 
sympathy or love—yet is he already in 
possession of the investments of his future 
dignity, maturing by the Spirit of God 
for companionship with seraphs, and the 
boundless progression of celestial intelli- 
gence. -The minister, whose lowly brows 


had won no laurel from the wreath of 


fame, did not appear until some titne had 
passed in alternate exercises of prayer and 
praise, As the third hymn was engaging 
the attention of the congregation, I looked 
around on that little band of the true and 
faithful met in that humble house of God. 
No powdered head corniced the cushioned 
pews, or rustling silk adorned some lady 
Pharisee in its ample folds. They seemed 


a pvor people whose God is the Lord ; 


Juvenilia. 


and, as I traced the symbols of bis power 
in the adoration of their worship, } under- 
stood the beauty of that sublime predie- 
tion: “The bour cometh when ye shall 
neither at this temple nor yet at Jerusa- 
lem worship the Fathor; but true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth. For the Father seeketh 
such to worship him.” 

And now the minister ascended the pul- 
pit stairs; his step was slow and feeble, 
his form as a flower of the field which the 
wind is withering away, his lip and cheek 
pallid by the tokens of death, but his eye 
was bright with the glory he had long 
coveted to possess. He paused, as fora 
moment or two he regarded the congrega- 
tion spread out before him; a benign com 
miseration deepened on his countenance, 
and, with the deep and deathless accents 
of a pastor’s love, commenced a short 
address. The topic was unexpected and 
peculiar. Worldly policy, or the vulgar 
cunning of a common mind, might have 
urged him to a pathetic appeal on his own 
behalf; for 1 was afterwards informed of 
the miserable pittance by which he is sup- 
ported. But no: he bad too much of his 
Master’s spirit tv envy the holes of the 


crafty hypocrite, or the nests of high 


professors, Or he might have given a 
brief and elegant dissertation on the rapi- 
dity of time, a theme now so exhausted 
and misimproved that Time himself may 
be ashamed of his own biographers; but 
this was not the argument. Or some may 
imagine that the terrors of death might 
help just then to throw an awful interest 
on a moment auspicious to oratorical 
effect. It was none of these: it was a 
truth which the wailing spirit of woe, 
while it prayed for a drop of water to 
quench its burning thirst, besought some 
messenger of heaven might be permitted 
to preach to its brethren still in the re- 
gions of hope and repentance. It was the 
voice of warning, caution, and expostula- 
tion ; it was the lamentation of the prophet 
mourning over the ragged rocks and barren 
plains of an unregenerate world; the sor- 
rows of the husbandman over the secd 
which had perished by the way-side, 


( To be continued. ) 
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REVIEWS ann BRIEF NOTICES. 


i. The Harmony of Religious Truth and 
Human Reason asserted, in a Series of 
Essays. By JoHN HowarRD HINTON, 
A.M. pp. 336.—Holdsworth. 


2. Man’s Ability and Obligations illustrated 
in the Life, Death, and eternal Dwelling 
Place of an unconverted Sinner. pp. 80. 
—Nisbet. 

Tr is impossible for any one, who professes 

the least respect for revelation, to attempt 

erecting a theory of religion, however ex- 
travagant, without some endeavour to 
sustain it by the ‘‘ oracles of God.” Even 
the most superficially acquainted with 
ecclesiastical history, must know, that 
from the earliest period of the Christian 
church, every one who hasaspired to be 
the founder of a sect, or upon whom the 
honour, unsought, has been conferred, 
has been anxious to support the consis- 
tency of his scheme by pressing into its 
service a selection of scripture texts, sup- 
posed to be sufficient for that purpose. 
Hence have arisen what every sincere 
friend of divine truth must deeply deplore, 
and which the infidel, though ineftectively, 
mever ceases to urge in defence of his 
hopeless cause; not such a “ rightly 
dividing, ogboropevT els the word of truth,” 
as the apostle recommends, but expositions 
of its statements, destructive of each other. 
The effect of these discrepancies, as, alas! 
is but too well known, has been to sever 
those who profess a common faith in the 
sacred volume, into numerous divisions, 
each having, as far as attainable, its dis- 
tinctive appellation ; and presenting, when 
surveyed in association, an appearance too 
motley to be contemplated without emo- 
tions much more adapted to humble than 
to delight the pious beholder ; as indi- 
cating, even at this advanced period of 
the world, a distressing distance from that 

“unity of the faith”? which is at once to 

fulfil the Saviour’s request, and remove 

every doubt from the minds of men, as to 
the dignity of his character, and the 
authority of his mission. 


Vor. VIII. 3d Series. 


Unhappily, the denomination of chris- 
tians, with which we esteem it a privilege 
to be connected, is already so far divided 
in theological belief, as to require, for the 
sake of distinction, the employment of 
the terms “ general” and “ particular ;” 
and it is not without extreme regret that 
we perceive any tendency towards a fur- 
ther subdivision; for while the author, 
whose work is now before us, may con- 
gratulate himself by saying, ‘“ There are 
many who think with me; and that the 
sentiments I have advocated, are becom- 
ing every day less singular,’ we are ap- 
prehensive that he would, at present, ob- 
ject to be identified with that section of our 
denomination whose views, on some of the 
principal articles of the Christian faith, 
are obviously in much nearer accordance 
with his own, than those which it has been 
and still is, the purpose of this periodical 
to maintain. In short, though it has now 
become abundantly manifest that to des- 
eribe him as a Particular or Calvinistic 
Baptist, according to the conventional use 
of the phrase, would be little short of offer- 
ing him a direct insuit, yet his notions of 
the law of God, the power of man, and the 
necessity of Divine influence, carry him so 
wide of the acknowledged sentiments of 
our Arminian brethren, as to induce some 
expression of disappointment on finding 
him too much in advance of themselves*, 
to admit the hope of immediate union, or 
cordial co-operation: so that, for anything 
we are capable of discovering to the con- 
trary, if, as the author suggests, those, who 
think with him, are daily multiplying, a 
new sect is inevitable; which, in this un- 
paralleled age of invention, cannot be per- 
mitted to remain Jung without an appro- 
priate cognomen. 

Our author informs us that the essays 


* See a Review of a Sermon before the 
Bradford fnstitution at Bradford, by Rev. 
J. H. Hinton, in the General Baptist 
Magazine. 
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contained in this volume were last winter 
delivered in the form of Jectures—that he 
“had not the remotest intention of pre- 
paring these discourses for the press,” but, 
as is very usual, on such occasions, the 
indulgent opinion of “many respected 
hearers ” could not be resisted. Indeed, 
were we able to plead entire exemption 
from the cacoethes scribendi, we should 
express some surprise that a work, the 
substance of which, with certain varia- 
tions of titie, should, within a shert time, 
have been so often presented to the public 
by the same band. And, but that the 
author might deem us disrespectful, and 
that our numerous readers might impute 
our silence to acquiescence in principles 
which we conscientiously believe to be 
both fallacious and injurious, it might 
_have been sufficient to have referred to 
our repeated animadversions on this 
scheme of theology; and have dismissed 
its present ‘reiteration with, “Spoke, 
spoke !” 

Doubtless, our readers are quite aware, 
ihat the views this author has felt it to be his 


duty to adopt, and to advocate, though he" 


hasnotconsidcred it necessary toavail him- 
self of such authority, are, after all, essen- 
tially the same which, in former ages, have 
been propounded, examined, and refuted ; 
and the core of their error hasalways appear- 
ed to us to lie within a narrow compass— 
the non-admission of the total depravity of 
man asa fallen creature, and the absolute 
sovereignty of God, in hissalvation. Both 
on account of the immense importance of 
these points, and of their intimate con- 
nexion with the principal topics discussed 
in these essays, we may perhaps be per- 
mitted, somewhat further to extend our 
remarks, 

As to the fall of man :—our author’s 
opinion seems to be, that man has lost his 
primitive purity, but that no penal conse- 
quences have been incurred by that affect- 
ing catastrophe. He says:— 

“We now see nothing more to detain us 
from our conclusion, which is, that though 
we have fallen in Adam our head, through 
the new dispensation which God has intro- 
duced, we are not under the curse of the 
covenant he broke. No man is subject to 
the wrath of God, in any sense or degree, be- 
cause of Adam’s sin; but every man stands 
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as free from the penal influences of bis first 
parents’ crime as though Adam had never 
existed, or as though he himself were the first 
of mankind. Having, through our progeni- 
tors’ unfaithfulness, derived from the covenant 
of Eden’no benefit, we suffer under it no 
punishment. In these respects that system 
is, to our whole race, as though it had never 
been.” p. 138. 


Lest, however, the mind of the reader 
shouid too ‘suddenly revolt from the posi- 
tion necessarily involved in this conclusion 
the following sedative is supplied :— 


“In maintaining this truth, we are by no 
means concerned to affirm, that the powers 
of man generally are now in their original 
strength. It may be admitted that neither in 
\body nor mind, is apostate man equal to his 
innocent progenitor; and if it should be 
alleged that our active powers and our capa- 
city of self-government have suffered in the 
general shock, though we do not know that 
the last item could be proved, yet that also 
may be allowed. For it is a remarkable fact 
in the divine administration, and one not 
sufficiently regarded, that the law of God 
absolutely accommodates its requirements to 
the actual strength of man. ‘Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy strength’ 
is the whole of its demand. If, therefore, 
the case be so, that man, as a fallen creature, 
has less strength to love God than as an inno- 
cent one, the law still makes an equitable 
requirement of him. Not beyond his strength 
though with all the strength he has, is he to 
love his Maker. The question, consequently, 
whether man’s capacity is somewhat enfeebled 


by the fall, is not of the slightest moment.” 
p- 145, 


After perusing this passage, perhaps, 
the reader may be solicitous to know the 
author’s sentiments concerning the law of 
God. Let him then attend. 


“What, then, is the law of God, in which 
his requirements are embodied? I conceive 
that it is not to be found in the ten command- 
ments, which, however honourable and im- 
portant among the precepts of God, have no 
just pretensions to be considered as a summary 
of his law, nor can I refrain from expressing 
my conviction of the immense mischief which 
has arisen from their having been regarded in 
that light. When our Lord was asked for 
the law, he quoted the following words: 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy sonl, and with all 
thy strength, and with all thy mind and 
thy neighbour as thyself.’ This is the law ; 
and that which it requires is Yove. ut is 
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it the loye of complacency, or the love of | unsustained accusation ‘of the immense 


benevolence, which-we are called to fix upon 
our Maker, and our. fellow-creatures? .Un- 
questionably, as I conceive, the love of be- 
nevolence exclusively, and not, in any sense 
or measure, the love of complacency. Now 
beneyolence is only another word for kind- 
ness: a regard to the happiness, interest, and 
honour of another. The law requires, there- 
fore, that we be kind to God above all, or 
that we cherish a regard to his honour and 
interest before our own, and ‘ with our whole 
heart,’ or, with all the strength of feeling we 
have; while with regard to our fellow- 
creatures’ welfare, we love them as ourselves.” 
p- 107. 


Whether the aunals of autinomianism 
can furnish a record, in its favour, equally 
strong with that which we have now quo- 
ted, we must be permitted to doubt. Still, 
however, in exact harmony with the pre- 
ceding statement, the reader is, thus 
addressed. “The whole law of God you 
have power to obey; and necessarily so, 
since he makes your power the very mea- 

“sure of his demand.” p. 152. In short, on 
this humiliating subject, the fall of man, 
the author, in the next page, says: ‘* The 
depravity consequent upon the fall, bas 
left unbroken our capacity for obedience 

to the divine law.” We are quite dis- 
posed, by every honourable endeavour to 
eonciliate “human reason,” but, if har- 
mony depend en the admission: of state- 
ments utterly at variance with experience 
and revelation, we are apprehensive that 
“religious truth” will decline the alliance. 
We appeal, then; to supreme authority, 
and, while cheerfally admitting that the 
summary of the divine Jaw is contained in 
the words as quoted above; we cannot 
but express our astonishment that our 
author should have seemed quite to have 
forgotten our Lerd’s. interpretation and 
defence of the precepts of the law, in his 
sermon on the mount, and tbe answer the 
Saviour gave to one who desired to be in- 
formed what commandments were to be 
regarded. .“ Jesus said, Thou shalt do no 
murder; Thou shalt not commit.adultery; 
Thou shalt not. steal; Thon shalt not bear 
false witness; Honour thy father and thy 
mother; Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself.” This, perhaps, is even more 
than sufficient to dispose of the rash and 


mischief which has arisen from their hay- 
ing been regarded,” as the divine law. 

On the doctrine of original sin; for we 
have a predilection for this phrase, which 
will not permit us to abandon it till modern 
refinement shall have supplied one more 
expressive, Or in nearer conformity _ to 
inspired usage: it is particularly deserving 
of remark that when ihe apostle is om his 
way to complete the evidence of man’s 
total depravity, he anticipates-his conclu- 
sion by these memorable words: “ Fer 
when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly ;” he 
does not say, when we were yet without 
will, though that unqestionably is includ- 
ed, but, acdevw», “ without strength.” 
That which may here seem to be prema- 
turely assumed, man’s utterly helpless 
condition, is almost immediately followed 
by facts and arguments the most affect- 
ingly conclusive. “ By one man,” says 
the apostle, “sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 
Language more opponent to all theories 
adapted to flatter the pride of human na- 
ture it is not possible for imagination to 
frame ; especially when its awful intima- 
tions, as announced by its connexion, are 
deliberately considered. And what are 
they? That the first offence of the first 
man involved the whole human race M 
transgression: “forall have sinned.” That 
by the imputatiou of the first offence of 
our original progenitor, every individual 
of his posterity is exposed to the penalty 
of death ; “and death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sin- 
ned, for until the law sin was in the world: 
but sin is not imputed when there is no 
law: nevertheless death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over them that had 
not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression.” That, by this first act of 
disobe.ience, every descendant of Adam is 
naturally in a state of condemnation, for 
“by the offence of one judgment came 
upon ail men to condemnation,” Now, | 
if to these inevitable deductions, such un- 
compromising enunciations as the following 
be added: “ How then can man be justi- 
fied with God? or Low can he be clean 
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that is born of a woman? Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. The carnal mind is 
emnity against God : for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
You hath he quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins. 
the children of wrath even as others. But 
the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolish- 
ness unto him: neither can he know them 
because they are spiritually discerned,” 
what must be the inference of the pious 
reader? Will he say: “ Every man 
stands as free from the penal influences of 
his first parent’s crime, as though Adam 
had never existed, or as though he him- 
self were the first of mankind.” We verily 
think not; but that he will infinitely pre- 
fer expressing his conclusion in the words 
of the prophet, “ The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint: from the sole 
of the foot even unto the head, there is ne | 
soundness in it, but wounds and bruises | 
and putrifying sores.” 

The doctrines cf human depravity and | 
regeneration are manifestly correlative; 
the latter evidently supposing the former, 
as this makes that indispensable to salva- 
tion. On this vitally important subject 
Jesus Christ thus addressed the Jewish 
ruler: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of Gad.” ‘This threw Nico- 
demus into the greatest perplexity, and 
being fully confident, as our author seems 
‘ to be, that whatever is essential to the 
possession of final happiness is within the 
grasp of human ability, he instantly re- 
replied, “ How can a man be born when he 
is old?” Ah! how can he indeed effect 
this supernatural change? What indes- 
cribable relief would it have afforded to 
his astonished mind could tidings, so wel- 
come to all his pharisaic prejudices as the 
following, have then saluted his ear :— 


“Without being moved thereto by the 
Spirit of God, and without any other in- 
fluence than the blessing which God always 
gives to the use of means, you are competent 
to alter your mind towards Ged, by obeying 
the dictates of your own conscience and em. 
ploying the faculties of your own being. 
Think upon your ways, and you will turn 


And were by nature | 
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| what God requires you to do in order to de+ 
| liverance from his wrath; and except you do 
‘it, without regard to any communication of 
his spirit, he leaves you to perish.” p.310. 

But, distant, éoto clo from this, and 
entirely destructive of the whole scheme 
of human ability, is the Saviour’s rejoin- 
| der: “ Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
untu thee ; except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, ye must be born again. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh and whether it 
goeth: sv is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.” Nicodemus even more con- 
founded than before, exclaims, “ How can 
these things be!” and is answered, “Art 
thou a master in Israel; and knowest not 
these things ?” 

In this conversation with the pharisee, 
the sentiment maintained by the Re- 
deemer, is precisely the same with that 
which he expressed, when his disciples, 
having listened to his representation 
of the difficulty of rich persons entering 
the kingdom of God, “they were ex- 
ceedingly amazed, saying, who then ean 
be saved. But Jesus beheld them, and 
said unto them, with men this is impos- 
sible, bat with God all things are 
possible; which is also in exact corre- 
spondence with what is elsewhere stated 
concerning those who are renewed, 
“Which were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.’’ These authoritative, 
humiliating, yet cheering declarations of 
Divine truth, deeply convince us, that 
deliverance from the consequences of the 
fall, and possession of spiritual life, are 
no achievements of human ability; they 
result not from the power and will of 
man; they are, “not by might, nor by 
power; but by my Spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts.” 

We submit these reflections to the im- 
partial’ examination of the considerate 
reader, hoping that, on a subject of so 
much seriousness, whatever his decision 


your feet unto God’s testimonies. This is 


may be, its expression may not assume a 
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flippancy of style, of which, we regret to 
say, the volume before us affords too many 
instances ; and from which, we fear, the 
following passage is not entirely free :— 

“ According to the system of Divine ad- 
ministration, which was thus introduced, 
man is no longer treated with any reference 
to the transactions in Eden. As our first 
parents lost, of course, the benefits of that 
covenant, so God in his mercy remits the 
penalty, and there it ends.” p.134. 


But we have now further to remark, 
that unscriptural views of Divine Sove- 
reignty have materially contributed to 
facilitate the progress of what we deem to 
be the erroneous principles advocated in 
this and similar works. Few things are 
more common than, in an eager attempt 
to uphold the real or pretended privileges 
of one party, to invade the prerogatives 
of another. Whensuch mistakes have in- 
volved nothing more than the temporal 
interests of men, they have been fre- 
quently known to produce perilous results. 
To define, with perfect correctness, the 
boundary line of even human sovereignty, 
and, in every instance, what may be done, 
and what omitted, is certainly not an un- 
dertaking to which every mind is equal. 
Unless, therefore, we are anxious to incur 
the imputation of presumptuously intrud- 
ing into those things which we have not 
seen, vainly puffed up by our fleshly minds, 
with what hallowed caution should we 
draw nigh to a profound which no human 
line has ever fathomed, and to an eleva- 
tion which no angel shall ever attain, 
May not that which is said, concerning 
the Deity generally, with devout propriety 
be applied to the Sovereignty of God. 
“© It is as high as heaven, what canst thou 
do? deeper than hell; what canst thou 
know 2?” We are quite free to acknow- 
ledge, that no degree of familiarity, to 
which we have been admitted, either with 
thé facts of providence, or the truths of 
revelation, has emboldened us to describe 
the mysterious range of this divine attri- 
bute, or, with temerity, to pronounce 
upon any limit as the extreme to which 
its exercise can be extended. Confident 
in the persuasion that every one of its 
operations is inseparably associated with 
wisdom, righteousness, and benevolence, 
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we reverently bow, and acknowledge, that 
“he doeth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, what doest thou ?” 
And, when facts arise, whether in relation 
to earthly or to heavenly affairs, which to 
us perhaps are ‘¢ dark through brightness,” 
we endeavour, by taking refuge in cer- 
tain statements of inspiration to tranquil- 
lize our minds as: ‘*Is there unrighteous- 
ness with God? God forbid—Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right? 
Clouds and darkness are round about 
him: righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne—what I do 
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter.” 

If we do not misunderstand our author’s 
sentiments upon the Sovereignty of God, 
as stated in p. 85—89, we consider them 
as much less dependant on the exercise of 
his faith, than on the vigour of his inven- 
tion; and much more in accordance with 
the design of his book, as expressed in its 
title, than in harmony with the scriptures 
of truth. The length to which we have 
already extended this article forbids much 
further enlargement; but we must be 
permitted to verify our reference to the 
author’s principles, as, in the progress of 
this work, they are made to bear on the 
doctrines of election and redemption ; the 
former is only collaterally introduced, the 
latter is formally discussed. 

In reference to election the author writes 
as follows :— 


“Tf I am now asked whether I give up 
the doctrine of election, I answer, no. In its 
province I maintain and honour it, but I hold 
that God’s merciful probation of man is not 
its province. In this respect the intention 
of Christ’s death was universal, and without 
discrimination. It was no matter of election 
with God for whom his Son should die, in 
order that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish; nor is it a matter of election 
with him now whom, upon repentance, he 


shall save. He ‘ gave himself a ransom for 
all,’” p. 286. 
Again, 


“* Whether you may be of the elect or not, 
there is equal hope for you; areal provision 
for your salvation, and a most free welcome 
to your application for it.” p. 290. 
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On reading these passages we said, ‘ but 
where are the chapter and verse in their 
support ?”" None whatever is produced. 
Is this reason? Certainly it is not Scrip- 
ture; nor in agreement with it. We can 
easily conceive that such a scheme of 
election, to countenance the author’s “no- 
tions of unlimited redemption and human 
sufficiency, is indispensable; but, in com- 
mon with “the oracles of God,” it pos- 
sesses scarcely any thing beyond the 
name. 

The doctrine of the Scriptures concerning 
election, and its inseparable adjuncts, we 
believe to be as follows: God, in the ex- 
ercise of hissovereign love, eternally chose 
the objects ofit: ‘I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love’ —as the beloved and 
chosen of the Father they were put into 
the hands of Christ, “ Thine they were 
and thou gavest them to me”—for them 
only the Saviourdied. “I lay down my 
life for the sheep.” Their coming to Je- 
sus Christ is secured—“ AH that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me.” 
Their complete and everlasting salvation 
cannot be frastrated. “ And this is the 
Father’s will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me, I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at 
the last day.” 

That: these views are widely different 
from those expressed by the author, we 
are fully aware, and that they may even 
be hostile to unsanctified reason we con- 
sider to be more than probable, but that 
they are derived from the Word of God, 
and that, they are designed and adapted in 
the highest degree to promote his glory, 
we entertain not a doubt. 

On the subject of redemption, as our 
readers know, the author’s faith is, that 
Jesus Christ shed his inestimably precious 
blood for every individual of our race. 
From the present volume we cannot, per- 
haps, select any passage more correctly 
exhibiting his views than the following : 


“ The. state into which we conceive the 
death of Christ brings all men, is not one of 
actual, but only of conditional benefit ; of 
merciful probation, in which our deliverance 
from sin and its consequences is connected 
with, and suspended upon, the voluntary ex- 
ercise ofour own minds,” p, 270. 


Review.—Hinton’s Harmony of Religious Truth, §c. 


Does the author then mean, that election 
and redemption place every man, in rela- 
tion to eternal life, in the same situation? 
Why, then, we confess that, however un- 
scriptural we consider the position, to ad- 
mit that either is connected with the sove- 
reignty of God could not be expected from 
him: but remember, reader, whoever thou 
art, whether saint or sinner, nothing is 
more remote from his intention ; for in the 
course of his remarks he says, ‘ Christ 
died for the elect, for the purpose of their 
actual redemption, and of course for such 
a purpose for the elect only.” And, “ in 
addition te the more special purpose he has 
in view towards a portion of mankind, he 
has established a merciful probation for 
the whole.” tis traly amazing that the 
author should thus impose upon himself, 
and imagine that by such an expedient he 
avoids the difficulties with which he sup- 
poses his brethren, who hold the scriptural 
sentiments of sovereign and unconditional 
election and particular redemption, are 
pressed. For, when they preach the gospel 
indefinitely to every creature, and pro- 
claim, © Whosoever will let him come,” 
and “he that believeth shall be saved,” 
what possible objection can ‘be made, or 
what question can be proposed, which 
will not apply with equal, nay, even with 
more force, to the author’s scheme? For 
be it, as he has suggested, that a person 
should say, 

“You cannot affirm that there is mercy 
for me. Perhaps there is not. Possibly I 
am one of the number abandoned to their 
fate ; and if so. you exceed the limits of truth 
in saying a word to me on tke subject.” 
p- 269. ; 

What, upon his hypothesis, could be 
replied, which is not open to a rejoinder, 
quite as embarrassing to himselfas to those 
of amore sound and consistent creed: for 
though, in the supposed case, he were to 
say, Dismiss your apprehensions, Christ 
died for every man.”” Would it not bein- 
stantly replied, “* but you have admitted, 
‘that Christ died for the elect, for the pur- 
pose of their actual redemption ; and, of 
course, for such a purpose, for the elect. 
only” ” Does he say; “ Except ye re- 
pent ye shall all likewise perish !” So do 
we. Does he say; “ Behold the Lamb of 
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God, which taketh away the sin of the | from disappointed hope; and “ religious 
world?” So do we. Does he say; ‘‘ Be-| truth” may be expected, in a manner be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou | fitting its sacredness, to indicate displea- 
shalt be saved ;” So do we. And, if it be /sure, on account of the indecorem with 
further objected, as is not uncommon, I | which its paramount claims have been 
perceive myself to be undone; I can nei. tfeated. ° 

ther repent nor believe :” we reply, notin} AS to the Second, and much smaller 
direct contradiction both to scripture and | work, whose title is also placed at the com- 
experience, you aré capable of performing | mencement of this article, whether it be 
every requirement of the law and the gos- | Wrought by the same hand or not, itcer- 
pel. And that “ This is what God requires tainly sustains the distinctive features im- 
you to do in order to deliverance from his | Pressed upon that which we have more 


wrath; and except you de it, without re- | largely noticed, 


gard to any communication of his Spirit, 
he leaves you to perish.” But that 
original and actual transgression has 
brought every individual of our race into 
a state of awful ruin and condemnation, 
from which deliverance can only be effected 
by the exercise of sovereign grace and infi- 
nite power: to which we subjoin, in the 
words of the faithful and true witness, 
what the author's sentiments necessarily 


Lay Testimony to the Truth of the Sacred 
Records, extracted from the works of the 
most celebrated Historians, Philosophers, 
Statesmen, Orators, and Poets, of all 
Nations ; establishing the Divine Origin 
of Revealed Religion. To which is added 
the Concessions of the most distinguished 
Sceptics. Chronologically arranged. 
By a LaymaNn.—London: Hamilton, 
Adams, and Co. 


excludes ; “ And I say unto you ask, and| w, are always pleased with well-directed ~ 


it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye 


shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 


unto you.—if ye then being evil know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father 
’ give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him.” In short, whatever difficulties may 
be supposed to attend our views, the au- 
thor’s hypothesis exposes him to still 
greater; for while, on his own principles, 
he does and must admit that, in the elect- 
ing love of the Father, in the atoning 
grace of the Redeemer, and in the renew- 
ing influence of the Spirit, that has been 
purposed and accomplished for the eter- 
nally saved, which has not been done, and 
never was intended to be done, for those 
who will be finally lost,all pretension to su- 
pericr advantage, on the ground either of 
appeal or benefit tosinners, evaporates ; for- 
bidding, at the same time, such reference 
to the use of instituted means as, on mil- 
lions of occasions, have received the seal 
of Divine approbation. 

Our conclusion from the whole, there- 
fore, is, that the autbor will find his at- 
tempt. a complete failure. <‘ Human 
reason” will not fail to discover indubitable 
symptoms of severe mortification, arising 


and sincere efforts to check the progress 
of infidelity. The reason is obvious. In- 
fidelity tends to diserganize society, and 
destroy it—so that in reference to present 
things it is a portentous evil. But its 
direct influence is to banish religion from 
the mind, and cheat it into a belief of the 
falsehood of the Scriptures. 
of it it is a moral pestilence. 

The object of the work before us (the 
long title page of which we have copied 
above), is to present, in a narrow compass, 
the sentiments of some of the most. illus- 
trious men, in reference to the Bible. It 
consists of numerous “‘ memoranda,” made 
by the compiler, during a long and exten- 
sive course of reading. They were, origi- 
nally, only intended for private use; nor, 
as he observes in the preface, “ would the 
following selection have attained its pre- 
sent extent, but for the bold assertions un- 
blushingly put forth, by the Christian re- 
negade who lately held his nightly orgies 
in the modern Pandemonium ; represent- 
ing the sublime truths of Christianity as a 
tissue of fables, indebted solely for propa- 
gation and support, to the credulity of 
fools, and the interested advocacy of the 
priesthood.” 


In this view 
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Review.—Lectures to Young Men, &c. 


To show the folly of such statements, {| we have to thank him, and we hope it 


the editor has published the ‘‘ Testimony” 
of illustrious laymen to the truth of the 
Sacred Records. We have extracts from 


the Writings of nearly 300 distinguished | 


men ia favour of them; and the conces- 


sions of some score of equally distin-— 


guished sceptics. ‘The lives of these per- 
sonages extend from 1396 to 1827. The 


book is, therefore, a’ curious one, apart 


from its value. It is certainly a sort of 
multum in parvo production. 
who loves the truth must be pleased with it. 
It cannot fail of doing good, and the com- 
piler, Mr. East of Chard, has well em- 
ployed his time in editing it. We have 
made no extracts, for that would be use- 
less from such a diversified mass of ‘¢ Tes- 
timony.” It is neatly got up and the 
price reasonable, and is dedicated to our 
gracious Queen. We cordially recom- 
mend it to our readers and hope it will 
have a most extensive circulation. 


Lectures to Young Men on the formation 
of Character, originally addressed to the 
Young Men of Hartford and New Haven, 
and published at their united request. 
With an additional Lecture on Reading. 
By Joe~L Hawes, D.D. Pastor of the 
first church in Hartford, C.T.; with 
a Preface, by the Rev. RALPH WARD- 
LAW, D.D.—Glasgow, George Gallie; 
London: Hamilton, Adams and Co,; 
Holdsworth and Ball; Westley and 
Davis, pp. 160. 

Tue present and future character of the 

rising generation is of the last importance 

to the welfare of the community. It must 
therefore be highly desirable that it be 
formed after right models and swayed in 

a right direction. As a general spirit of 

inquiry is abroad, that man who presents 

suitable objects unto, is conferring a last- 
ing benefit on, his fellow-creatures; for he 
not only satisfies the present demand but 
keeps the desize for improvement alive. 

He contributes a truly valuable addition 

to the means already in operation to effect 

the moral improvement and elevation of 
the character of the rising race. 

The publication of Dr. Hawes is a work 
of this nature. It isa benefit for which 


Every one | 


will prodnce those effects which are con- 
templated by its excellent author. The 
subjects treated of in the volume indicate 
its nature and tendency. Its usefulness 
can only be gathered from the manner in 
which they are handled. They are as 
fellows :-— : a 

The Claims of Society on Young Men— 
The Dangers of Young Men—The Import- 
ance of Established Principles—The Forma- 
tion and Importance of Character—and Reli- 
gion the Chief Concern—A Supplementary 
Lecture on Reading closes the work. 

We cannot better state our opinion of 
this work than by quoting the language of 
Dr. Wardlaw in the excellent preface he 
has written for it. His opinion will have 
its due weight with eur readers, and as he 
speaks highly of the book, they will feel 
assured he would not lend his name and 
sanction to a production of doubtful or in- 
ferior merit. “ These all-important sub- 
jects,” he observes, “are here treated in 
no common place style. The counsel is 
judicious and salutary, vigourously con- 


| ceived, and happily and forcibly expressed. 


The discussions are occasionally enlivened 
by illustrative anecdote and classical allu- 
sion. They are full without tediousness, 
and concise without obscurity —evange- 
lical without extravagance, and deeply 
serious without enthusiasm.” In this 
eulogy we cordially concur. 


The Excitement, or a Book to induce 
Young People to read, for 1833: con- 
taining Remarkable Appearances in Na- 
ture, Signal Preservations, and such in- 
cidents as are particularly fitted to arrest 
the Youthful Mind. pp. 394.—Waugh. 

THis is unquestionably an age remark- 

ably characterized by excitement * 

and, though we can by no means approve 

of every effect it produces, yet, so far as 
it can be subordinated to the preservation 
of important principles, and the prospects 
of true knowledge, it is abundantly more 
entitled to encouragement than suppres- 
sion. We think that opposition to inju- 
rious excitement, should be as unquali- 
fied and interminable as the cause which 
produces it, but where, as in the present 


Reviews and Brief Notices. 


instance, the object is to induce in youth- 
ful minds the habit of attentively con- 
sidering the beautiful phenomena of na- 
ture, and the astonishing events of Pro- 
vidence, to check such endeavours, would 
no less indicate the absence of sound wis- 
dom than of genuine benevolence. 

This work, of which the present volume 
is the fourth in the series, aspires, and we 
see no reason why it should not, to ‘+ take 
its place among the regular annuals of the 
day.” Our young friends will find, in 
the numerous articles comprised in this 
yolume, amounting, we believe, to fifty- 


- two, many remarkable appearances of na- 


‘ture, striking interpositions of providence, 
‘awful instances of cruelty, and terrible 
conflicis of adversaries. In such a werk, 
as plates are introduced, perhaps, six are 
not sufficient to gratify expectation ; and 
we should like to meet with brief remarks 
and reflections, to enable the juvenile 
reader distinctly to draw the line between 
that which should be approved, and that 
which should be condemned. 


An Affectionate Address to the King and 
his Government. By THOMAS SHIL- 
LITOE, pp. 13.—Harvey. 

-Tue author of this Address is very much 

‘concerned, as we should suppose every 

considerate and conscientious person must 

be, that the recent visitation of cholera 
should have wrought so partial and inef- 
fectual a’repentance. He, therefore, lifts 
up his voice, and we sincerely wish it may 
not be in vain, “ to the king and his go- 
vernment,” to discountenance more effec- 
tively playhouses, horse-races, bull and 
bear-baiting, cock-fighting, slavery, Sun- 
day trafficing and travelling, Sunday 
newspapers and Sunday news-rooms,drunk- 
enness, &c. No doubt he might greatly 
have enlarged this list of national offences, 
some of them against reason, and all of 
them opposed tu religion; but, if these 
evils were suppressed, they would sweep 
away many others in their train, and we 
should then be making a much nearer 
approach to that moral eminence to which 
the judgments and mercies of God are so 
manifestly adapted to raise us. * 
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The Religion of Taste, a Poem. By 
CARLOS Witcox. Reprinted from 
the American Edition of his Literary 
Remains. pp. 56,—Hamilton. 


CarLos WiLcox appears to have been 
distinguished by the possession of early 
and eminent piety. From a brief me- 
moir of him prefixed to this poem, we 
find that he was born at Newport, in New 
Hampshire, in the year 1794; that having 
for some years engaged in the Christian 
ministry occasionally, in his thirtieth 
year, under circumstances peculiarly 
promising, he was ordained pastor of a 
church at Hartford, but, alas! was per- 
mitted to survive the formation of this 
important connexion scarcely three years ; 
dying May 29th, 1827. The reason of 
his writing this poem is stated in a man- 
ner that we think is adapted to impress 
and instruct. 


* The author, himself gifted with a con- 
siderable measure of the poetic temperament, 
had made, in his own person, the experiment 
of the effects of what he denominates the re- 
ligion of taste. Hence arose his anxiety to 
impress on others the result of this experi- 
ment. He had found that the visions of 
the imagination cannot confer that inward 
principle of reverence towards the great .Su- 
preme, of humility, of resignation, of uni- 
versal obedience to his revealed will, without 
which religion may indeed be decorated 
with the rapidly fading garlands of eloquence, 
but it must fail to impart its proper influences 
to the heart and life, or to make any due 
provision, for that day when every illusion 
shall vanish before the solemn realities of 
eternity.” 


The deceased certainly was not one of 
those persons who, being destitute of taste 
himself, became enviously indignant at 
the discovery of it in others ; for the work 
before us supplies many unequivocal 
proofs that the author p ssessed this qual- 
ification ina very high degree, The only 
passage we have space to introduce is the 
following :— 


“With thoughts sublimed and yet chastised 
by truth, 
“Tis sweet to see from our maturer years 
“ How vain the fond imaginings of youth,— 
“Tis sweet to see, while faith the bosom 
cheers, 
E 
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‘¢ The withering of the flowers that fancy 
rears, 
“ The fading of her visions once so bright, 
«‘ And when her bubbles burst, to smile in 
tears, 
“‘ That we could trust so much in a 
so light, 
“So sure to lead astray, and then to take 
their flight.” p. 50. 


A new and complete Edition, revised and 
corected, with an Accompaniment for the 
Pianoforte, of the Vocal Music of the 
iate C. W. Banister. Edited by HENRY 
J. BANISTER. 

In the commencement of this year we are 

desirous of calling tke attentioa of our 

readers, especially those who are lovers of 
devout poetry as combined with vocal har- 
mony, to the progress of this excellent 
musical publication. It has now reached 
its eighteenth number; and, if we are not 
misinformed, several more are yet to fol- 
low. It must be obvious, to every person 
of musical taste and science, that, in dis- 
charging this debt of filial affection, the 
Editor spares neither cost nor labour to 
render the work worthy of the departed, 
and interesting to the public. At the so- 
licitation of friends, selections have been 
sung on different occasions, under circum- 
stances which have made a strong and 
decided impression in favour of its claims 
to extensive patronage. 
we had the pleasure of being present, and 
though we are fast approximating to that 
period of human life when it may be said 

“Can | hear any more the voice of sing- 

ing men and of singing women,” yet we 

cannot do less than embrace the present 
opportunity of stating that we were highly 
gratified. 


In one instance 


1, The Christian Ladies’ Union Pocket 
Book for 1833, for all Denortinations, 
pp. 127.—Penn and Son. 

2. Ruffy’s improved Series of PocketBooks: 
The Gentleman's New Pocket Book for 
1833, pp. 189.—Thorp and Burch 

AFTER an examination of these articles, 

we cannot do less than state to our readers, 

that they appear to us exceedingly well- 
arranged, and adapted for usefulness. The 
first contains several engravings, a text of 
scripture for every day in the year, poe- 
tical extracts, &c. And though the second 
has but one engraving, the disparagement 
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j is compensated by an enlarged quantity 


of that kind of information which is al- 
ways desirable for the numerous class of 
persons on whose account it is thus annu- 
ally collected and published. 


1. An earnest Address to Parents and 
Teachers on the right Training of Chil- 
dren. pp. 67. 

2. The Character of a good Minister con- 
sidered. in a Sermon. pp. 53. 

3. The Way of Peace and Safety made 
plain: two Sermons on the Forgiveness 
of Sins and the Spirit's Witness. By 
VALENTINE WarRpD, Minister of the 
Gospel. pp. 55.—Mason. 

THESE fonr tracts, written by Mr. Ward, 
may be had either separately or together. 
Their general design and execution are 
truly excellent; and so cordial is our 
concurrence in the main objects contem- 
plated in the publication, that, notwith- 
standing our conscientious objections to 
some few of their statements, we heartily 
recommend them to the perusal of all our 
readers. 


Thé Child’s Book on the Soul By the 
Rev. T. H. GALLAUDET, late Principal 
of the American Asylum for the Deaf 
and Dumb. Part 11. pp. 138.—Seeley. 


THESE attempts to convey important in- 
struction to infant minds have to encoun- 
ter considerable difficulty; arising from 
the elevated nature of the subjects intro- 
duced, and the deep anxiety of the in- 
structor not so to simplify them as to con- 
vey to the youthful pupil an unworthy or 
incorrect notion of their nature, In pro- 
portion, however, to the difficulty of the 
undertaking, is the encouragement due to 
those who successfully conduct it; and, 
on this principle, we sincerely wish well 
to “ the Child’s Book on the Soul.” 


— 


Narrative of the Conversion (by the instru- 
mentality of two ladies) of James Cook, 
the Murderer of Mr. Paas: in Letters 
addressed to a Clergyman of the Esta- 
blished Church. By MRs. Lacuran, Au- 
thoress of the ‘ Poor Girls’ Help,” &c. 
pp- 855.—Simpkin. 

Our readers can be at no loss to conclude 
what must be our opinion concerning this 
publication, when we state, that, apart 
from a few excepted passages, it is charac- 
terized by weakness, delusion, and extra- 
vagance. 
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OBITUARY. 


MRS. SOULE. 

Various are the methods by which the 
religion of Christ is presented to our no- 
tice, but in no point of view does it ap- 
pear more lovely and attractive than when 
embodied in the life of a consistent and 
devoted christian. It is there its adapta- 
tion to our circumstances is discovered, in 
the renovation of the heart, in securing 
peace to the mind, in directing and sup- 
porting its possessor through the intrica- 
cies and trials of life, and enabling the 
soul to triumph in the hour of death. 
Thus the theory of religion is brought to 
a test by a series of experiments, which 
proves the omnipotency of its principles, 
the boundless love and compassion of 
God; affords the greatest encouragement 
to the faith and diligence of Christians, 
and furnishes a powerful stimulus to others 
to make application to the same heavenly 
source for the bestowment of similar 
blessings. It is partly for these reasons 
that the biographical sketches of those who 
have lived and died in the faith are so 
often read with such deep interest and spi- 
ritual profit. Under the impression, there- 
fore, that the power of Divine truth, as 
exhibited in the life and experience of the 
believer, is eminently calculated to benefit 
others, and to extol the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, the writer begs permission to give a 
brief account of one of the excellent of 
the earth, who, ia her life and death, bore 
a delightful testimony to the value of re- 
ligion. 

Mrs. Soule, the subject of this memoir, 
was the daughter of Mr. J. Button, of 
Lewes, and niece to the late Rev. W. 
Button, of London. Being privileged 
with a religious education, she discovered 
from her childhood a reverence for the 
worship of the sanctuary, and was merci- 
fully preserved from those paths of im- 
morality in which the young are so often 
found walking, to the grief and distress of 
their pious friends. She did not, however, 
give decided evidence of a real change of 
heart till she attained the twentieth year 
of her age, About this time the word of 


| laboured among that people. 


God, as preached by the Rev. J. Thomas, 
of Highgate, then supplying io the town, 
accompanied with the energy of the Holy 
Spirit, produced deep conviction of mind 
on account of sin, and constrained her to 
seek for mercy through the blood of 
Christ. Having obtained peace and joy 
through believing, and being persuaded 
that her spiritual growth and happiness 
were inseparably connected with obedi- 
ence to the commands of the Saviour, she 
publicly avowed her attachment to him 
by baptism, and a profession of her faith; 
and united herself to his people in chris- 
tian fellowship. She first became a mem- 
ber of the church assembling for worship 
at the Tabernacle, Lewes ; and often men- 
tioned with pleasure and gratitude the 
benefit she derived from the public minis- 
trations of those ministers who occasionally 
She consi- 
dered, however, a constant change of mi- 
nisters less calculated to meet the ex- 
igencies of a congregation than the Ja- 
bours of a stated person; and felt it also 
her duty to attach herself to a people 
whose views coincided with her own on the 
ordinances of the New Testament. As 
soon as she could, therefore, consistently 
with the regard she paid to her edification 
and comfort, she removed her communion 
to the Baptist church in that town, then 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. J. 
Denham, With this people she walked in 
love, adorning the doctrine of God her Sa- 
viour in all things, till it pleased him to 
remove her to the church above. 

Mrs. Soule delightfully exemplified the 
benign and holy influence of genuine reli- 
gion in her christian profession. But it 
will not be consistent with the design of 
this paper to give more than a brief out- 
line of the leading traits of her character. 
And the intention is not to eulogize the 
dead, but to exhibit the glory of God in 
the riches of his grace, for the encourage- 
ment of others. Deeply did she feel her 
obligations to Divine grace for whatever 
she possessed acceptable to God, either in 
heart or life; and the consciousness of her 
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own imperfections and deserts, made her 
to prize the more the fountain opened for 
sin and for uncleanness. 

She possessed more than an ordinary 
share of mental vigour, combined with 
great promptitude in action; and was as 
ready to execute plans of benevolence as 
she was capable of devising them. But 
though exceedingly active as a member of 
society, and qualified to take the lead in 
the execution of benevolent designs, yet 
there was nothing of officiousness or con- 
scious superiority to be discovered; for 
those qualities were blended with genuine 
humility, and a just sense of pro- 
priety of conduct, These gifts, which 
she received from above, and which she 
consecrated to God and to the welfare of 
the human family, rendered her a yery 
efficient member of society. Many reli- 
gious aad benevolent institutions in the 
town in which she resided, and especially 
the church to which she belunged, have 
sustained a heavy loss. 

She was from conviction and principle 
a decided Baptist ; and believing her sen- 
timents on this and other theological sub- 
jects to be derived from the pure fountain 
of truth, she maintained them firmly. She 
possessed, however, a happy combination of 
firmness of religious principle and decision 
of conduct, with liberality of feeling to- 
wards other Christians who differed from 
her in sentiment, The writer of this brief 
article had the pleasure of an intimate 
acquaintance with her for several years ; 
and during that period had frequent op- 
portunities of ascertaining her religious 
principles, and of beholding them brought 
into action, and he can truly say that he 
has never yet found a person more free 
from a sectarian spirit, and more ardently 
desirous of seeing brethren dwell together 
in unity, than his departed friend. Would 
that her mantle of love were thrown around 
many that are left behind, who bear the 
Christian name. It rejoiced her exceed- 
ingty whenever she beheld a catholic spirit 
predominate among the followers of the 
Lamb, uniting them togejher as one fa- 
mily in the bonds of love. She considered 
the exhibition of such a spirit as emi- 
nently calculated to produce an impres- 
sion on the world at large in favour of re 
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ligion, to prepare the way for the undecided 
to submit to the claims of Christ, and to 
promote the peace and prosperity of 
churches. Being herself deeply embued 
with this spirit, she knew how to ap- 
preciate christian excellence wherever she 
discovered it; and rejoiced in the exten- 
sion of the Messiah's kingdom, whether 
within or without the pale of her own 
communion. 

The subject of this memoir did not 
auffer her domestic concerns, or the claims 
of society, to interfere with the devotions 
of the closet. She was eminently a woman 
of prayer. This may, indeed, be inferred 
from a review of her character; fora life 
of such consistency and devotedness to the 
cause of Christ could only be maintained 
by frequent intercourse with God—by re- 
ceiving perpetual aid from above in an- 
swer tofervent and believing prayer. 4 

The writer of this hasty sketch, how- 
ever, has derived information on this sub- 
ject from the best authority, corroborating 
the preceding statement. It appears that 
her habits of devotion were very regular 
and constant. She was accustomed not 
merely to appropriate portions of time 
each day for prayer, but also for reading 
and meditation. These sacred moments she 
regarded as peculiarly her own, intended 
for her ownspecial benefit. It was then 
she ebtained strength from, the Lord to 
maintain the Christian conflict, and expe- 
rienced the kindlings of Divine love in 
her breast, which made her feel she was 
not her own, but bought with a price, even 
“the precious blood of Christ.” It was 
then she felt so powerfully ber obligations 
to the Saviour, and so tasted of heavenly 
realities as to give such consistency, acti- 
vity, and energy to her character as the 
disciple of Him who wentabout doing good. 

In June, 1831, this exemplary and ex- 
cellent Christian became united in mar- 
riage to Mr. Soule, the pastor of the church 
to which she belonged; and as this con- 
nexion added to her responsibility, so it 
increased also her opportunities of useful- 
ness, which she did not suffer to pass un- 
improved. But the adaptation of an in- 
strament to labour fer God is no security 
that he intends it for a long continuance in 

his vineyard: he that made it what it is 
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lays it by at his pleasure. His conduct in 
such dispensations of his providence is in- 
scrutable, and calculated to call faith into 
exercise, to correct the natural propeusity 
of the miad in leaning too much to things 
temporal, and to induce it to place a de- 
pendance more simple and entire on Him- 
self as the fountain of all good. The re- 
moval of Mrs. Soule to the heavenly state 
sosoon after her marriage, being a period 
of little more than twelve months, though 
aheavy stroke to her sorrowing husband, 
and a severe affliction to many, yet was 
doubtless an expression of love, not only 
towards her, but towards all parties con- 
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cerned. This she felt to be the case on her 
dying bed; and more than once, with 
holy composure, and in the triumph of 
faith, uttered this sentiment. The pro- 
priety, wisdom, and kindness of the dis- 
pensations of the Lord towards his chil- 
dren cannot be seen by taking a detached 
or partial view of them ; but on the dis- 
closure of his plan to their astonished and 
adoring minds in eternity they will doubt- 
less be able to discover that there severest 
trials on earth were among their choicest 
blessings, and a demonstration of ‘his wis- 
dom, goodness, and faithfulness. 
(To be continued.) 
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THE SABBATH DAY. 


Extracts from “ The Report of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons onthe 
Observance of the Lord’s-day.— Ordered 
by the Houseof Commons to be printed 
August 6, 1832.” 


Your committee regret to be under the 
necessity of stating that the evidence which 
has teen submitted to them exhibits a sys- 
tematic and widely-spread violation of the 
Lord’s-day, which, in their judgment, can- 
not fail to be highly injurious to the best 
interests of the people, and which is calcu- 
lated to brmg down upon the country the 
divine displeasure. 

It appears that trading prevails to a great 
extent in various districts on Sunday morn- 
ing, and that such a commenceinent of the 
sabbath tends very much to its general 
desecration throughout the rest of the day. 
The state of some of these places is de- 
seribed as “ more like a fair than a market ;” 
so that the neighbourhood is quict upon 
any other day of the week compared with 
the Sunday. The people who frequent 
these shops and markets are chiefly the im- 
provident, who, generally speaking, might 
have made their marketing to greater ad- 
vantage on Saturday evening. Any ade- 

“quate idea of the great extent of this mis- 
chief, and the manifold evils resulting from 
it, can only be attained from a perusal” of 

the whole evidence: which has been laid be- 
fore the committee. 


A popular opinion prevails that the Sun- 
day marketing is unavoidable, in consequence 
of the labourer being paid at a very late 
hour on Saturday might, or on Sunday 
morning. It would appear that this. ex- 
cuse does not now exist to so great an ex- 
tent as formerly; but a greater evil has 
taken its place, and leads to the same result. 
With or without the knowledge of master 
tradesmen, it frequently happens that their 
foremen or clerks pay the workmen at 
public-houses, where, as a matter of patron- 
age, are established pay-tables. There the 
men are appointed to meet, and by the time 
they have drunk “for the good of the 
house,” it being considered necessary to 
drink something, the money is produced by 
the clerk, or in some instances by the pub- 
lican himself; and, the score for the week’s 
tippling being deducted, the remnant is put 
into the pocket of the man. Continuing to 
drink, as is but too frequent, he is taken.to 
the police station-house. His wife follows, 
and late in the morning discovers, by the 
entries in the police books, that his week’s 
earnings are reduced to a few shillings. 
Then her Sunday morning’s marketing com- 
mences. Even the wives (with their 
children), when looking after their husbands 
at public-houses, are frequently found to 
yield to the temptations which these places 
present; and thus whole families become 
victims to this baneful system. It is clearly 
established, by the unvarying testimony of 
many witnesses, that such cases are of fre- 
quent occurrence. 

Your committee conceive that the time 


of paying wages might be limited by Legis- 
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ative enactment to the hour of six in the 
afternoon of Saturday, or even to an earlier 
hour, without any material inconvenience 
to masters, and very greatly to the advan- 
tage of journeymen and labourers of all 
classes ; and even if this should be deemed 
objectionable your committee have no doubt 
that the abolition of Sunday markets, and 
the necessity which would thence arise to 
the labouring class of making their pur- 
chases on Saturday night, would have the 
effect of compelling masters to pay them at 
an earlier hour. Your committee have it 
in evidence that the plan of paying wages 
on Friday has been adopted by some em- 
ployers with decided success: and it must 
be obvious to the House, that when a work- 
ing instead of a leisure day succeeds the 
receipt of wages, the workman encounters 
fewer temptations to dissipate his earnings 
at the gin-shop, instead of employing them 
in the purchase of necessaries for his family. 
If gentlemen manufacturers, master trades- 
men, and farmers, were aware of the be- 
nefits which must result to the labouring 
class from paying their wages on an earlier 
day than Saturday, especially if that day 
precede a market-day, your committee en- 
tertain no doubt that feelings of kindness 
as well as,duty would soon cause the prac- 
tice to become general. 


that all the witnesses concur in the opi- 
nion, that if Sunday markets were abolish- 
ed, and the whole of the community were 
thus under the necessity of laying in their 


provisions on Saturday, they would be bet- | 
ter and more cheaply supplied on that day 


than on Sunday. They found this opi- 
nion on the important fact, that a higher 
price is paid for commodities purchased on 
the Sunday, and that they are also gene- 
rally of inferior quality. 

_Eating-houses, also, and coffee-shops of 
the inferior sort, are at present, according 
to the evidence, houses of refuge, where 
the worst characters of both sexes elude the 
vigilance of the. police. 


beer-shops, one general opinion preyails, 


With respect to | 


namely, that, as at present constituted, on. 


the Sunday, as well as every other day of 
the week, they are carrying on the work 


out the country. 

Your committee desire likewise to re- 
mark, as to places of public resort on the 
Lord’s-day, that many of them, whether 
from the imperfect state of the law or the 
laxity of its application, are the haunts 
where profligate persons set the watchful- 
ness of the police at defiance, and where 
the young and unwary are allured by many 
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enticements to intoxication, with all its 
train of evils. By such abuses, places of 
this description, instead of being properly 
used for purposes of health and recreation, 
frequently tend to destroy what is most 
valuable to a nation, the moral character 
of its people. 

Before leaving this subject, your com- 
mittee would call your attention to the 
case of the bakers, a body who consider 
themselves peculiarly aggrieved. From the 
laborious nature of their business, the jour- 
neymen bakers, consisting of many thou- 
sands in the metropolis and its vicinity, and 
of whom 7,000 have petitioned the House, 
work from fourteen to sixteen hours per 
day during the week, and by custom, 
which the law has sanctioned, nine hours 
of labour on every Sunday are required of 
them. They suffer greatly in health from 
this continued round of toil, and it is near- 
ly impossible for them to attend any place 
of worship on the sabbath-day. The popu- 
lar belief, strengthened by a high legal au- » 
thority, is, that the mass of the community 
are thereby enabled to attend divine service. 
The bakers vehemently deny that such is the 
result, declaring that the mass of the middle 
classes do not avail themselves of the baker’s 
oven, and that the portion of the poorer 


| people who take this accommodation are nut 
Your committee here beg to remark, | 


persons in the habit of frequenting places of 
public worship. It is not, therefore, to be 
wondered at that the bakers are most desi- 
rous of obtaining the Sunday as a day of rest ; 
and your committee deem their peculiar case 
to be eminently deserving of the consideration 
of the legislature. 

In a few of the worst parts of the town, 
shops of various descriptions are kept open 
throughout the whole of the sabbath-day ; 
and at the West-end of the town, especially 
in the neighbourhood of the wealthier 
classes, some shops, such as fishmongers and 
poulterers, although with closed doors, do 
much business, and until a late hour in the 
evening, in supplying articles for Sunday 
dinners to the rich, This is a practice 
which tends much to the discomfort and to 
the demoralizing of such persons, their 
journeymen, apprentices, and servants. 


_the y | The tradesmen themselves, as well as their 
of demoralization toa fearful extent through- | 


dependants, are most desirous of a day of 


‘rest; they wish that their customers might 
_ be withheld by law from making actual pur- 


chases on the sabbath-day; at the same 
time that some of the fishmongers, from the 
perishable nature of their articles, think it 
might be expedient to allow the delivery of 
their goods (previously ordered) until eight 
or nine o'clock on Sunday morning. But 
your committee cannot concur in this 
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opinion. The ground upon which it is 
urged (viz. that the houses of the rich are 
unprovided with the means of duly presery- 
ing fish during the night) appears utterly 
inadequate to justify a practice so equivocal ; 
on the contrary, feeling the difficulty, if not 
the practical impossibility, of distinguishing 
between the sabbath-day’s sale and delivery, 
on the one hand, and on the other, the de- 
livery on the sabbath-day of fish alleged to 
have been bought on the Saturday ; and ob- 
serving that the indulgence which would 
thus prima facie infringe on the character 


of the Lord’s-day, is recommended as a re- | 
lief, not for the great mass of the community | 


in respect to articles of necessity, but as a 
mere accommodation for the rich in respect 
to articles of luxury; they cannot but urge 
upon the consideration of the House the ex- 
pediency of preventing the opening of all 
fishmongers’ shops from 12 o'clock on 
Saturday night to Monday morning. The 
same principle applies still more strongly to 
the supply of poultry, and of other articles of 
a nature less perishable than fish. 

Your committee have it moreover in evi- 
dence, that all attempts in other instances to 
stop Sunday trafficking at any given hour 
have hitherto proved altogether fruitless 

As a remedy for the evils connected with 
public-houses, the witnesses concur in think- 
ing that they should be closed from eleven or 
twelye o’clock on Saturday night until after 
the hours of morning worship on Sunday. 
Most of the witnesses are of opinion, that no 
tippling of spirits or beer on the premises 
should be allowed throughout the Sabbath ; 
but that the shops should only be open for the 
sale of beer for the use of private families, and 
at proper hours. 

Your Committee have likewise gone into 
evidence, though, for the reason before as- 
signed, not so fully as could have been 
wished, on the subject of Sunday travelling, 
which it is well known prevails, to a great 
extent, throughout the whole country. It is 
stated that the coach passengers coming to 
London on the Sabbath-day are mainly at- 
tracted by the great Monday markets of the 
metropolis. But there are, undoubtedly, vast 
numbers of other travellers who have no 
such reason for thus violating the rest of the 
Sabbath. It will appear from the evidence, 
that by transferring Smithfield and other 
markets from Monday to Tuesday, a great 
part of the evil might be abated within a 
circle of 120 miles around London. In the 
wish to promote so desirable an object the 
chief coach proprietors, together with sales- 
men of great respectability, and others con- 
nected with Smithfield market, concur. It 
is in evidence that this market is crowded on 
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Monday morning, very inconveniently to the 
buyers and sellers, and not less injuriously to 
the cattle ; and that the Friday’s market is so 
much less abundantly supplied ; that if the 
other market was held on Tuesday, instead of 
Monday, the proportions of the supply would 
be better adjusted. Nor does it appear that 
any evil would result to any class of society 
from the change of the day ;— certainly none 
that can fora moment be placed in competi- 
tion with the unquestioned mischiefs which 
the Sunday preparations for the Monday 
market, more especially the harbouring and 
driving of large masses of cattle in the 
neighbourhood of London on the Lerd’s day, 
unavoidably cause. 

It will likewise appear from the evidence, 
that from the great concourse of passengers 
in steam packets, much demoralization is 
produced by the crowds of strangers arriving 
at Gravesend and Richmond upon the Sun- 
days, together with innumerable public and 
private carriages at the latter place. Several 
respectable tradesmen have described the state 
of Richmond; and the curate declares, that 
the evil produced by the ‘‘foreign influence” 
overpowers all attempts of the parochial mi- 
nisters to bring about a better state of things. 
Your Committee are happy to observe, that, 
through the influence of conscientious and 
influential individuals, the steam communi- 
cation with Margate on the Lord’s day has, 
in a great measure, been puta stop to. It 
appears in evidence, that barges carrying 
merchandise, pass up the Thames in greater 
numbers on Sunday than on any other day 
of the week. 

Your Committee beg the House distinctly 
to understand that they are very far from 
wishing that the Legislature should revert to 
the principle of the 14th section of the Act 
Ist, and the 5th section of the Act 23d of 
Queen Elizabeth, whereby ‘“ forbearinug to 
repair to church, chapel, or place of common 
prayer,” subjected the individual’ to heavy 
penalzies. On the contrary, they are fully 
impressed with the truth of the remark 
given in evidence by the Bishop of London, 
that such provisions were ‘ a mistake in le- 
gislation.” But it is one thing to force the 
conscience of a man, and it is another to pro- 
tect his civil liberty, of worshipping God 
according to his conscience on the Lord’s 
day, from the avaricious or disorderly en- 
croachments of his unconscious neighbour. 

Your Committee report with pleasure the 
assurance given in evidence, that the deco- 
rous observance of the Sunday has been and 
is increasing amongst the higher classes: 
nevertheless they would consider their Report 
imperfect, did they not express their anxious 
solicitude that those who are elevated in so- 


ciety should seriously consider how important 
it is that the Lord’s Day should be duly re- 
verenced on their part, and that they should 
all evince, by a consistent example, that they 
are disposed to ‘‘ remember the Sabbath-day 
to keep it holy,’ from respect not only to hu- 
man enactments, but to the authority of Him 
hy whom the day has been set apart for the 
wisest and most beneficial purposes. Such 
conduct must eminently conduce, as it ever 
has done, not only to their own highest in- 
terests, as affording them a day of rest and 
retirement, but to the welfare of their fami- 
lies and dependants; thus transmitting their 
good exaniple through all the various grades 
of society, and thereby strengthening the 
hands of the magistracy in their efforts to 
uphold the laws. 

It will be seen strongly stated in evidence, 
that innumerable unhappy individuals, who 
have forfeited their lives to the offended laws 
of their country, have confessed that their 
career in vice commenced with Sabbath- 
breaking and neglect of religious ordinances. 

Your Committee are of opinion that the 
amendment of the law which they have ven- 
tured to recommend, is not only in itself a 
proper and necessary measure, but moreover 
that the moral influence over all classes of 
men, which will- be produced by the very 
fact of theattention of the legislature being 
directed to this subject, will in itself be very 
considerable. Nor canit reasonably be doubted 
that, by means ofsuch amendments, a consider- 
able attention would be given to the tempo- 
ral comforts of individuals, more especially of 
those in the middle and lower classes of so- 
ciety. _ Indeed, in the words of one. of the 
witnesses examined by your Committee (con- 
firmed by the testimony of many others), the 
tradesmen themselves who now exercise their 
callings on the Lord’s dey would consider a 
more strict law for the observance of that 
day, not as a restraint, but ‘as a blessing.” 
Your Committee feel assured that an in- 
crease. of true religion must also follow, in- 
asmuch as many persons, thus favoured with 
an entire day of rest, would be led to employ 
it for religious purposes ; and that a great 
accession would accrue to the strength and 
prosperity of the state itself, arising out of 
the improved tone of morals which a due 
observance of the Sabbath-day invariably 
produces, And there are, moreover, abundant 
grounds, both in the Word of God and in the 
history of past ages, to expect that His 
blessing and favour would accompany such 
an endeavour to promote the honour due to 
His holy name and commandment. 

Your Committee conclude with expressing 
their earnest hope, that early in the ensuing 
session the House will take into consideration 
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the suggestions which they have'made, and 
especially the evidence on which these sug- 
gestions are founded, with a view to amend- 
ing the laws relating to the observance of the 
Lord’s day, 


THE REY. W. KNIBB, AND MR. BORTHWICK. 
[From the Bath and Cheltenham Gazette. | 


‘* Our readers have been already put in 
possession of the nature of the charges which 
have been publicly made by Mr. Borth- 
wick against the Rev. W. Knibb, late 
Baptist Missionary at Jamaica. We have 
now to state that the parties met on 
Saturday last, at the Assembly Rooms in Bath, 
for the purpose of debating the points at 
issue between them. The discussion occu- 
pied four hours and a half;—W. T. Blair, 
Esq. of this city, presiding. The large room, 
in which the meeting took place, is estimated 
to be capable of containing 2,500 persons ; 
and on this occasion it was literally crammed. 

‘Mr. Knibb (who came upon the platform 
sapported by the Rev. W. Jay) opened the 
discussion. The Rey. Gentleman commenced 
his address (which was distinguished through- 
out bya fearlessness of manner which seemed 
to impress his auditory with a conviction that 
he was uttering only pure and simple truth) 
by refuting the assertion which had been 
made that he had ever declined a challenge 
from his opponent to diseuss the cireumstan- 
ces of the insnrrection. Both in Scotland 
and at Cheltenham he had publicly challenged 
any man to come forward and meet him on 
that question or any other connected with 
colonial slavery. 

‘Those who were present at the recent 
meeting at the rooms between the Rey. Mr. 
Price, the Baptist minister, and Mr. Borth- 
wick, could not but have observed the sub- 
dued tone of Mr, B. during the discussion 
with that gentleman, as compared with the 
spirit which he evinced, and the tone which 
he assumed, at his previous lecture at the 
same place, when designating Messrs. Knibb 
and Burchell as traitorous men. They will 
recollect how he fawned, and flattered, and 
complimented Mr. Price, as being the most 
fair, and candid, and honourable opponent he 
had ever met; and denied that he (Mr. B.) 
had ever said any thing disparaging to the 
Baptists, or the Baptist Missionaries, save 
and except that a few black Baptist leaders 
had originated the insurrection. And, as it 
regarded Mr. Knibb, he had never said that 
he had any thing to do with the insurrection, 
but that since his return to this country he 
had said things in speeches which he (Mr. B.) 
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had denounced, and would continue to de- 
nounce, as treason. Such, in substance, was 
the statement of Mr. B. before an assembly 
most of whom had heard him only a few days 


before distinctly charge Mr. Knibb with mis-, 


prision of treason when in the island, and 
pour out a volley of abuse upon that gentle- 
man. But, when in the presence of the 
friend and defender of Mr. Knibb, he very 
conveniently forgot all this. The whirlwind 
had sunk into a zephyr, and the braggadocio 
into the gentleness of the lamb. 

“ Mr. Borthwick having thus himself nar- 
rowed his charges against Mr. Knibb simply 
and solely to the question of whether he had 
or had not, since his return from Jamaica, 
delivered speeches in this country of a trea- 
sonable tendency ; it is quite unnecessary for 
us to go into the particular refutations by Mr. 
K, on Saturday, of the averments previously 
made by Mr. Borthwick implicating his (Mr. 
K.’s) character while in Jamaica. With re- 
gard to the speeches alleged to have been 
made by Mr. Knibb at Reading, at Stroud, 
and particularly at Edinburgh, and which 
(Mr. B. had said) were, if truly reported, 
treasonous, Mr. Knibb now declared, that 
they were either inaccurately stated, as at 
Stroud and Reading, or his remarks were 
simply hypothetical, as at Edinburgh. What 
he had said at the Scottish metropolis was 
this: that “he knew the man who had 
planned the insurrection ; and had he been a 
Grecian hero or a Polish nobleman, he had 
no doubt an English audience would consider 
that he deserved to have an imperishable 
monument erected to his memory.” Mr. K. 
then proceeded to the charge which his op- 
ponent had made upon the black Baptist 
leaders, of having, alone, originated the re- 
bellion; and which he utterly denied, averring 
that there was not a single Baptist leader 
engaged in the plot: and in proof that the 
Wesleyan Missionaries were equally the ob- 
jects of hatred with the planters, as were the 
Baptists, he actually exhibited to the meeting 
the neckerchief which was worn by Mr. 
Bleby, the Wesleyan Missionary, at the time 
when they tarred and feathered him, and 
attempted to set him on fire; [it bore upon 
it the relics of the tar; and the exhibition 
caused an extraordinary sensation in the 
room.] Mr. Knibbs then detailed the great 
exertions which he made to arrest the pro- 
gress of the rebellion; adduced a variety of 
testimonials from persons of the highest 
credibility in Jamaica in proof of the ex- 
cellence of his own character and conduct; 
and adverted to the now well-known infa- 
mous means which had been taken to crimi- 
nate Mr. Burchell and himself. He then 
went on to say, “ Out of 893 members 
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belonging to my church, only three were 
tried for being concerned in the rebellion ; 
and notwithstanding ull the hue and ery that 
had been raised against the Baptists; and 
notwithstandiug all the zeal to obtain wit- 
nesses, they could not produce sufficient proof 
to hang one of them, though many were 
hanged on very slight evidence.” The Rev. 
Missionary then proceeded to show, that 
immediate emancipation was both practicable 
and safe; dilated upon the cruel and horrible 
punishments inflicted upon the negroes, in- 
cluding the flogging even of pregnant women 
and of men for praying, and other enorniities ; 
upon the miserable quality and insufficient 
quantity of the slaves’ food (consisting, as it 
frequently does, of herrings in a putrid state) ; 
their excessive lubour; and, after exposing 
various other features of the horrid and re- 
yolting system of slavery, called upon the 
Meeting never to cease from their efforts till 
the negro was raised to his proper place in 
the family of man. 

‘* Before he sat down, Mr. Knibb produced 
and exhibited to the meeting, a most extraor- 
dinary instrument—an iron collar, which had 
been taken off a slave’s neck, in the island of 
St. Lucia, by Mr. Jeremie, and given by him 
to Dr. Lushington, who presented it to Mr. 
Knibb. The history of the collar was this :— 
When Mr. Jeremie was in St. Lucia, he de- 
termined to try the experiment of abolishing 
the use of the whip. Mr. Jeremie says, that 
scarcely was this new law promulgated, when 
a slave came before him, with a collar rivetted 
round his neck, from which projected three 
prongs ten inches in length, attached to a 
chain reaching to fetters round his legs ; his 
back and limbs were whealed from neck to 
foot, and he said that he had been kept in 
that.state for several months: and, on in- 
quiry, Mr. Jeremie found that the man had 
not been convicted of any crime, nor even 
charged with any crime, but was fettered 
thus solely to prevent his running away! 
And on this estate, three other slaves were 
found, whealed, fettered, and chained, in the 
same manner; and an old woman in a dun- 
geon, covered with scars, and bowed down 
with manacles, in which state she had been 
kept for two years! ‘This is Mr. Jeremic’s 
own account. The exhibition of this instru- 
ment of torture produced a sensation of horror 
in the meeting. - 

« Mr. Knibb sat down amidst tremendous 
applause. 

“Mr. Borthwick followed his opponent 
throngh as much of his speech as the fre- 
quent interruptions he met with from an 
assembly, the greater part of which was in- 
dignant at his statements, would allow of. 
Mr. B. maintained that Mr. K.’s object in 
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his speech at Reading, was, to enlist the feel- 
ings of the people of England against the 
planters; and argued, that there was a mani- 
fest inconsistency, not in terms only, but in 
meaning, between Vir. Knibb’s assertions at 
Reading and London, and in his evidence 
before the Committee of the House of Lords, 
At the meetings in Reading aud London, 
said Mr. B, he alleged that he had seen 
many instances of cruelty in the West Indies : 
while, before the Lords’ Committee, he con- 
fessed that he had ‘not seen many.’ [This 
had been explained by Mr. Knibb, by obsery- 
‘ing that, when before the Lords’ Committee, 
he had been asked both as to what he had 
seen and heard ; and that his reply, that he 
had not seen many instances of hanging dur- 
ing the insurrection, aad of the flogging of 
women at other times, was perfectly recon- 
cilable with the fact of his having heard of 
many such instances: but having no taste 
for such exhibitions, he had not actually 
‘seen many.’] Mr. B.’s great point, how- 
ever, was the production of two affidavits 
from Edinburgh, wherein the deponents al- 
lege that, at the public meeting at Edinburgh 
alluded to in the Evening Post newspaper 
of that city, he spoke the words respecting 
the man who planned the insurrection in 
Jamaica Ueserving a monument to his me- 
mory, without any hypothetical qualification ; 
and Mr. B. maintained, that, as such, they 
were simply and plainly rebellious. Mr. 
Borthwick also referred to the evidence of 
slaves who were convicted of participating in 
the late rebellion, for the purpose of fixing 
the origination of it upon the Baptist leaders ; 
and went into much other matter, which, as 
in the case of his reverend.opponent, we are 
obliged to omit. 

“Towards the close of his address, the 
company became. either very impatient or 
very indignant with Mr. Borthwick, and 
frequently, interrupted him; in consequence, 
a quarter of an hour of additional time was 
allowed him for speaking, in the course of 
which, several other interruptions occurred. 

“« At the expiration of that time (a quarter 
after 4), the West India party loudly pro- 
tested that neither Mr. Kuibb nor_Mr. Price 
should he heard. in rejoinder, because, as they 
alleged, Mr. Borthwick had not been allowed 
a fair and quiet hearing. To this Mr. K. 
said he had come more than 800 miles for 
the purpose of vindicating his character ; 
that he. could not help the interruptions 
which had taken place; and that he claimed, 
as a matter of justice, to be heard. ‘The ap- 
peal, was, however, not listened to; and, on 
Mr. K. endeavouring to commence his re- 
joinder, a scene of the most horrid discord 
ensued between the opposing parties, which 
perfectly heggars description, In vain did 


Intelligence.— Domestic. 


the Chairman interpose —Mr. Borthwick’s 
party were determined, by noise and clamour, 
to prevent Mr. Knibb’s being any more 
heard; and as it was absolutely impossible, 
‘from the hubbub, that the Chairman could 
take the sense of the Meeting upon the 
merits of the discussion, he was necessitated 
to declare the Meeting dissolved. By far the 
greater part of the West Indians soon after- 
wards Jeft the room and the platform. Mr. 
William Hunt was then called to the chair ; 
and succeeded in obtaining silence. He con- 
tended that the assembly had possessed the 
right of expressing their disapprobation with 
either of the disputants, in whatever way 
they chose to adopt, without that expression 
of disapproval at all compromising Mr. 
Knibb’s right to rejoin, if he thought proper. 

“ Mr. Knibb then again addressed the 
Meeting. With reference to the affidavits 
from Edinburgh, which Mr. Borthwick had 
read to them, all he could say was, to repeat 
his former declaration, that he had used his 
words in question hypothetically ; and that 
he had no doubt he could procure counter al- 
legations, if time were allowed him. He 
maintained that his opponent had not dis- 
proved one of his principal statements re- 
specting negro slavery; such as the flogging 
of women, the liability of separation of the 
dearest connections, the fitness of the slave 
for immediate freedom, &c. &e Mr. Borth- 
wick had neyer been in the West Indies; 
while he (Mr. K.) had seen all to which he 
had testified. His opponent had said, that, 
had it not been for the discrepancy of slave 
evidence, he (Mr. K.) would have been 
hanged: now he (Mr. K.) had never been 
tried at all! In this case, a nolle prosequi 
had been entered. 

“The Rev. Z. Spencer (Rector of Hin- 
ton), then shortly addressed the assembly. 
He said this was not a sectarian question ; it 
was one which involved the interests of Chris- 
tianity itself. The hatred of the Colonists 
against the Baptists was caused simply by 
their faithfully discharging their duty as 
ministers of the gospel: if clergymen of 
the Church of England were to go out to the 
colonies, and be equally faithful in preaching 
the pure gospel, they would be as violently 
persecuted as the Baptists; indeed, it was 
notorious that the colonists had as decidedly 
objected to the labours of ‘ evangelical’ Mi- 
nisters of the Establishment, as they had to 
those of the Baptists. 

“The Rev. Mr. Price, Baptist Minister, 
of London, congratulated the Meeting on the 
present aspect of the Anti-Slavery cause. 
His Majesty’s enlightened administration were 
with them, and only needed, he believed, the 
support of the British public to do justice to 
the slave; and he trusted that, so soon as 
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the subject should be announced in Parlia- 
ment, the people would immediately cover 
the table of the House with petitions. In a 
word, he hoped that the people of England 
would never more remit their exertions until 
they should hear the funeral dirge of slavery 
—that accursed system which was now 
waging war with Christianity itself. Had 
time allowed, he could, from official docu- 
ments, have answered every one of Mr. 
Borthwick’s statements which remained un- 
noticed. He would only allude to one. Mr. 
B. had said to-day, that the only thing the 
planters required was, not a compensation 
in money, but in the safety of the slave. 
Now he held in his hand the petition of 
the Committee of the crown colonies, of the 
present year, in which they distinctly ask 
for a full pecuniary compensation for the slave! 

“< Mr. Blair also urged the Meeting never 
to lose sight of immediate emancipation, as 
an act of pure justice. ‘ Depend on it, 
said Mr. B., ‘gradual emancipation means 
perpetual bondage.’ 

“The Chairman now put it to the 
Meeting, in the most distinct terms, whether 
they considered that Mr. Knibb had met and 
disproved all the charges that had been 
brought against him by Mr. Borthwick. 
The question was met by the unanimous res- 
ponse of the whole assembly, the wavingof hand- 
kerchiefs, and other marks of cordial approval. 

The Chairman congratulated the Meet- 
ing upon the unanimous decision to which 
they had come, on the momentous question, 
as to whether a Christian Missionary bad 
been guilty of fomenting rebellion. 

“The Meeting’ was then closed with 
three cheers for Mr. Knibb, three for Mr. 
Price, and as many groans for Mr. Borth- 
wick and Colonial Slavery.* 


DAY FOR UNITED AND SPECIAL PRAYER. 


Tn consequence of the persecution of the 
Missionaries and Churches in Jamaica, the 
boards of Baptist and Congregational mi- 
nisters in London, have agreed to unite with 
their brethren of the Countess of Huntingdon 
and Tabernacle connexions, in earnestly re- 


commending to their brethren, through the- 


kingdom, the observance of Wednesday, the 
16thof January, as a day of public and special 
prayer to Almighty God, for the deliverance 
of his servants, the enlargement of his king- 
dom, and the merciful forgiveness of their 
adversaries. Signed in behalf of the whole, 

J. B. SHENSTON, 

A. TipMan, 

J. CAMPBELL. 


* We understand that a pamphlet con- 
taining a full report of this meeting is prepar- 
ing for publication. 
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ASSOCIATION, &e. 


BERKS AND WEST LONDON ASSOCIATION. 


West Drayton, Tuesday afternoon, Sep- 
tember 11th. 


At a preliminary meeting brother Tyso 
was chosen moderator. 


Three o’clock. Public worship com- 
menced. Brother Hawson prayed. Letters 
from the churches were read. Brother Hin- 
ton addressed the meeting on the state of the 
churches, and concluded in prayer. Minis- 
ters and messengers remained for business. 


Resolved Ist. That the next Association 
be held at Datchet, on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day the 10th and 11th of September, 1833. 
Brother to expound. Brother Up- 
padine to preach. Brother Broa to prepare 
the cireular letter ; subject, “* Prayer Meet- 
ings.” 


Resolved 2ndly. 


That this Association 


‘contemplates with deep regret the pernicious 


influence of intemperate habits on the state 
of society, and earnestly commends to the at- 
tention of the churches the principles of 
Temperance Societies. 

Resolved 3dly. That this Association 
tenderly sympathises with the thousands of 
their Christian brethren and sisters in Jamaica, 
suffering persecution for the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and strongly asserts the immediate and 
indispensable obligation of the abolition of 
slavery, under shelter of which such attrocious 
cruelties are perpetrated. 


Evening, half-past six. Brother Broad 
prayed: brother Coles preached from Psalm 
xviii. 30. Brother Bailey concluded in prayer. 


Wednesday morning, six. Met for prayer. 
Brethren Thomas, Ross, Wilmhurst, (Mes- 
sengers), Belcher and Hinton, (Ministers), 
were engaged. 


Nine o'clock. The circular letter drawn 
up by brother Bailey was read and ordered to 
be printed. 


Eleven o’clock. Met for public worship, 
brother Belcher prayed, brother Tyso preached 
from 1 Pet. i. 13. Brother Hawson from 
Acts ix. 31. : 

By particular request brother .Broad 
preached at Harmondsworth in the afternoon. 

Evening, six o'clock. Brother Hinton 
preached on the green, from 1 John iy. 10. 

Collections were made in aid of the Home 


Missionary Fund amounting to about 4/. 
¥ 2 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES DURING THE PAST YEAR. 


| Increase. 
| | 
Church Pastors. By B | : ae | 
Dia Profes- re th i} 
sion, ters | ration sion. | sion. i Mem- 
| i 
eee 


Addlestone [Robert Grace 
Datchet \W. Bailey 
Hammersmith |T. Uppadine 
Kensington ~~ John Broad 
Newbury —|T. Welsh 


Reading ‘J. H. Hinton 
Staines |G. Hawson 
Wallingford —~ Jos. Tyso 
West Drayton |A. G. Fuller 
}Wokingham —~|John Coles 


lol | wmeol | | 
20 | | mw or 00 20 mw 0 
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Clear increase 23. 


ULEY CASE. | Church, Devonshire Square, London, from 


Boa a ee a are ie 1639 to 1701, and one of the five aldermen 
eceived per ps | appointed by James II. in the year 1687, 


Grittleton Church, Wilts... -.. 2 0 0 | when that Popish and despotic monarch dis- 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire 2 0 0. franchised the city of London. Compiled 
Berwick-on-Tweed (General Baptist) 2 0 0 ‘yom authentic documents, by Josnra 
Mr. J. Kannerly, London ... 220-0 | Feuerss 

Leeds Church, per Rey. J. Acworth 200) 

Maze Pond ditto, per Mr. Beddome 27 0  ‘*¢* As the anthor in this instance findsit 
Kingstanley ditto, Gloucestershire 2 0 0 to be his own bookseller, he will 
Wolsingham ee eer Or YE obliged to his brethren in the minis- 
Mr. Benjamin Pratten.. e 100 | "Y> if they will assist him in getting the 
Additional from Stroud, pe: aati Se 0 7 0 | work into circulation. Ministers 


six copies will be allowed the usual discount. 


| 
‘NEW PUBLICATIONS, &e. | _ <t Portraiture of Modern Scepticism, $e. 


| or a Caveat against Infidelity; including a 
= brief Statement of the Evidences of Revealed 


Just Published. a and a Defence of the Canon, &e. of 
< cae piration ; intended as a Present for the 
The Life of Mr. William Kiffin, up-| “2 
wards of sixty years pastor of the Baptist | ons sperma tose 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS. 


At a half-yearly Meeting of the Proprietors, held December 21, 1932, the following 
Widows were assisted from the Profits of the Magazine: those residing in the Princi- 
pality £3. each, and those in England £4. each. 


Name. £.s.d. Recommended by | Name. £.s.d. Recommended by 
M. A, 400 James McPherson | M. B. 400 C. Larom 

A. E. 8300 Stephen Price M. J. 400 Jas. Williamson 
RoR 400 James Edwards M. H. 400 Thos. Steward 
Jad 800 Hugh Jones E.G 400 R. G. Lemaire 
SK 400 George Capes RK. Ps 400 William Gates 
M. T. 800 Benjamin Thomas | E. J. 300 Benjamin Price 
8. 400 George Capes EB. A. 400 Samuel Green 
M. W. 400 Daniel Wilson / M. D. 300 Evan Jones 

M. R. 400 A. Weyland / 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


JANUARY, 1833. 


AN anonymous friend has sent jive poundsas “a thank-offering for the Lord’s pro- 
tecting care from the cholera,” to be appropriated “ cither in part, or in whole, to the 
widow and family of the late Rev. Josiah Wilson”’—“ that faithtul agent of the 
Society, who fell a sacrifice to his devoted attentions to the spiritual and temporal 
wants of the inhabitants of Sligo.” Accompanying this handsome donation was the 
paper, “ Hints suggested by the close of the Year,” &c., in which, while so many 
have fallen victims to the pestilence, so many have been preserved from its ravages. 
The Secretaries did not avail themselves of the permission granted them to appro- 
priate part of this “ thank-offering ” to the funds of the Society, which the writer 
“ regrets to see so very low ;” but venture tu suggest the hint, that those who feel 
in a similar way for the Divine protection, that they are spared to begin a new year, 
would send their “ thank-offering,”’ according to their respective ability, to relieve 
the funds of the Baptist Irish Society, which are in an unprecedentedly low con- 
dition. It will scarcely be credited, that from many places where there are flourish- 
ing churches, the Society has never received the smallest contribution ; and that this is 
true even of churches which bave for many years been supplied with the numbers of 
the monthly Chronicle. We hope that this respectful intimation of their great inat- 
tention to the claims and necessities of the Society, will be sufficient to call forth some 
contribution at present, and thus prevent the necessity for giving directions that 
such churches ke no longer supplied with the records of the Institution. We mean 
not to be offensive ; but will it be according to justice to expend any of its funds 
in future upon those who do nothing for its support ? 

It is most affectionately urged upon ministers who may receive the Irish Chronicles, 
that they will see to their appropriate circulation ; and, also, that they will read, 
at their monthly prayer-meetings, a portion of the contents. It will be impossible, 
without the co-operation of our brethren in the ministry, and other leading members 
in the Baptist churches, that the present scale of operations can be maintained, 
to say nothing of their being extended, which is so greatly to be desired, and so 
easy to be effected. 

The Treasurer, who will have to adyance a considerable sum towards the expenses 
due at Christmas, will be much obliged to those Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies, 
who may have money in hand, if they will have the kindness to transmit such sums 
at the earliest opportunity. Surely the Denomination will not suffer such a useful 
Society to fail for want of the negessary pecuniary support. The opening prospects of 
increased usefulness in Ireland, witl the remembrance of the constant care of Divine 
Providence, lead the conductors to hope that they shall still have to inscribe, JEHovan- 
jireh. Inthe mount of the Lord it shall be seen. The Lord will provide. Geu. xxii. 15. 


Hint suggested by the close of the year to those who have survived the Cholera. 


Tue closing scene of every year, is a period which calls forth the liveliest gratitude and 
thankfulness of every reflecting mind; but on no former occasion have events transpired 
which are so calculated to deepen our sense of obligation as the present. During the past 
year the awful and desolating pestilence has raged through our land. Cities, towns, 
villages, and hamlets, have been visited by this awful scourge. The destroying angel has 
been passing around us, and the shafts of death flying thickly. We are spared as monu- 
ments of the Lord’s mercy, and it behoves us to call to remembrance those days of sorrow 
and painful anxiety, when associating with our beloved families and friends, at our special 
prayer-meetings, to implore the Divine arm to shield us from surrounding danger, our 
ears naturally were excited, that, probably, before the return of another evening, our- 
selyes and our dearest connections, might be numbered with the silent dead. These were 
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seasons which called into exercise our faith and confidence ; and did we not, in the fulness 
of our hearts, determine, should our lives be spared during this awful calamity, our future 
lives should be devoted to the service of the Lord. Surely there was a voice, in this awful 
providence, to the Christian as well as to the careless and indifferent. 

Let us, then, ask ourselves, individually, have we regarded the admonition, or have we 
been satisfied with a mere expression of gratitude, without making any sacrifice to testify 
our obligations for mercies so signally displayed ? What was the conduct of the children 
of Israel, after experiencing any remarkable deliverance ? They brought their thank- 
offerings unto the Lord, (See 2 Chronicles xxix. 31; xxxiii. 16; 2 Samuel xxiv, the 
latter part.) In aceordance with their example, and the conviction of our own minds, is it 
not our bounden duty to commence the new year, by devoting, according to our ability, 
some portion to the cause of Christ: there are yarious institutions which haye one object 
in view, and, surely, if our hearts are rightly impressed with a sense of the mercies we 
have received, we shall not want any argument to induce us to present our thank-offering 
to the Lord. EBENEZER. 

Croscombe, Dec. 13, 1832. 


Rey. STEPHEN Davis. 


Just as the CHRONICLE was going te press, the following acceptable letter was 
received from the Rev. Stephen Davis. Desiraus that all the friends of the Society 
should participate in their pleasure, the Secretaries ordered that so much of itshould 
be taken out as would make room for its insertion. The Treasurer bad to take up a 
bill due on the 22nd instant, for £350, towards which he had but a very small sum. 
“ Whoso is wise and will observe these things, even they shall understand the loving- 
kindness of the Lord.” Psalm cyil. 43. 


From the Rev. ‘Stephen Davis to the Secretaries. 
L New York, Nov. 30, 1832. 
- My Dear Sirs, 3 

I forwarded 2502, sterling to Mr. Millard in bills of exchange, on Sept. 27th, which 
I hope have been received. I now inclose a bili for 1882. 6s. 6d. which makes the amount 
which I have remitted precisely 5501. since July 19th. I have received altogether 2889 
dollars, 45 cents. 

I have just returned from a North-Western tour in which I have visited Albany 
Schenacteday, Utica, Hamilton, &e. &c. I left Catskill last evening at 7 o'clock, in ahesutifal 
steam boat, 238 feet long, with an engine of 250 horse power, and arrived here before five 
this morning, having made a passage of 123 miles in less than ten hours, including. several 
stoppages to let out and take in passengers. Next week I hope to proceed to Philadelphia. 

My health, through mercy, is very good, and the kindness of our brethren wherever I 
have been, and the general acceptance that appears to attend my preaching, make’ me in- 
creasingly pleased with the visit which I have paid to the American shores. The weather is 
also.very fine, and there has been hitherto no snow or frost here, though we had both a 
fortnight ago where I have been travelling. 

I was very highly delighted at Hamilton, to meet about one hundred and twenty students 
for the Baptist ministry in the Seminary established there. Dr. Kenrick he decallent 
President wished me to address them on the doctrines of popery and the best method f 
treating with Roman Catholics ; as several of the dear young men are intending to fia 
themselves to the work of the Lord in the valley of the Mississippi, which is fast filling with 
Roman Catholics. The next morning, just as I was going to address the Board “of the 
Missionary Convention, a deputation from the students waited upon me with 25 dollars 
from their body for our Society, in testimony of their cordial regard for it. — 

I send you by this post a “ New York Baptist Register,” which is one of about a dozen 
Baptist newspapers published weekly in the Union, and you may jndge of the Baptists’ 
prosperity from the fact, that this single paper has 5000 subscribers, though it is published 
250 miles from this city. You will see I have noticed in it dear brother Wilson’s death 
with which I was deeply affected. I find some more Baptist ministers have arrived fom 
England since I have been in the interior. I met Mr. S. this morning, and expect him to 
tea with me this afternoon. But I would earnestly urge those who are comitatiel ls at home 
to etay there ; for notwithstanding there are more churches than ministers, there is scarcely 


Trish Chronicle. 39 

ny church without a pastor that can give one any kind of support. The American min- 
sters are now in general so well educated, and the people also, that it is particularly neces- 
sary none should come out who are so inefficient as not to have succeeded in England. 
The Americans are a remarkably enterprizing people, and God is blessing them greatly in 
every respect. May they be increased a thousand fold, and dear England and Treland 
also, with every spiritual benefit. Please to remember me affectionately to Mrs. I. and each 


of the Committee of the Society. Rom. xy. 30 - 33. 


Your’s most cordially, 
Strrsen Davis, 


To the Rev. James Allen. 


Coolany, Nov. 11, 1832. 
REVEREND Sir, 
Permit me to mention some of the occur- 


He talked slightly of my apostacy from the 
Romish Church ; this gave"me a full oppor- 
tunity of shewing him from the Holy Serip- 
tures the only way of salvation. We sat 
some two or three hours together; he came 


rences of the past month, as connected with | next morning to my lodgings, and seemed so 


reading of the Holy Scriptures. On the 14th 
October, I went into the house of John 
O'Hara, of this town; I found him reading 
the Bible; he stopped reading to talk to me, 
and closed the book. ‘ John,” said I, “why 
do you close the book? Read on.” ‘ O,”| 
said he, “I like to read it, and I fear to read 
it; for,” said he, “I have been such a'/| 
naughty character in my lifetime, that I| 
fear there is no hope for me.” ‘ Why, 
John,” said I, ‘* you attend the mass pretty | 
regularly ; what makes you to fear more} 
than your neighbours ?”’ ‘* Because,” said he, | 
*‘T have been worse than all my acquaint- 
ances.” ‘ And,” said I, “do you see no- 
thing in that book which is calculated to give 
hope or consolation?” “ O,” replied he,‘ I 


well pleased with the previous night’s con- 
versation, that he renewed the subject again. 
Thus you have a few instances of what has 
occurred, and only a few; for our nightly 
prayer-meetings afford us nightly opportuni- 
ties of declaring the way of salvation through 
a crucified Saviour. Par SwWEENY. 
————_. 


From Mr. R. Beaty to the same. 
Temple House, Nov. 18, 1832. 


REVEREND Sir, 

Since my last I have been frequently em- 
ployed in holding forth to my fellow-sinners 
that word which is able to make wise unto 
| salvation through the knowledge of the Sa- 
| viour, and in holding religious conversation 


fear I have been such an one as shall have no 
mercy.” I asked that the Bible might be 
handed to me. I read 1 John i. twice over, and 
made such observations as were given me ; 
shewing that the writer, St. John, had declared 
that the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, cleanseth from all sin. I marked out 
similar passages, and said he might read them 
at his leisure. 

On the 17th, when among the schools in 
Tyuragh, I met on the way a man who for- | 
merly was a Roman Catholic. “ O, friend,” 
said he, “I am glad to see you.” After 
some little conversation he told me, that on 
the preceding Sunday the priest of that parish 
had excommunicated all parishioners. that 
would speak to him. On talking to him 
awhile, I Jearned that, although he was at 
variance with the priest, he still was not ac- 
quainted with the Gospel. He went withme 
to Mr. Audley’s school. I spent more than 


|with them. On the 13th ult., in a cabin 
|near Temple House, I met with that interest- 
|ing and excellent little tract, called ‘‘ Poor 
Joseph.” I took it up, and, after calling the 
attention of those who were present, I read 
it, and afterwards read several portions of 
Scripture: many Roman Catholics were pre- 
sent, and all heard with delight and atten- 
tion. I was highly gratified with the remarks 
made by a young man; he said, ‘* there was 
good reason to believe that ‘Poor Joseph’ 
went to heaven; for,” said he, “ he gave 
evidence that he was a sincere Christian when 
he bestowed on the friends of the Lord Jesus 
what he had laid up for old age.” On the 
14th, in the village of Briunnay, a man told 
me that Roman Catholics do not give to 
saints or angels that adoration or worship 
which they give to God; and that the use of 
images is only to help the memory, &c. I 
told him that Jesus is a Prophet, Priest, and 


an hour with them, doing what I could to| King to his people; that as a King he has 
shew them from the Scriptures the way of! established laws for his subjects to observe ; 
eternal salvation. On the night of the same | and that all those laws are left recorded in the 
day, in a Mr. Young’s, in Drimnagool, 1} New Testament; that he has said, “ Ye are 
met with a namesake, who is a scapularian. | my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
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you; and in vain do ye worship me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men,’ 
He said he had read the New Testament, but 
neyer found init those things, which he en- 
deayoured to maintain; and that he was 
persuaded people should not add nor diminish 
to the word of God. On the Sth inst. read 
several chapters of the New Testament for a 
number of poor labourers, at the end of 
their day’s work: they heard the word very 
attentively. Lendeavoured to point out to 
them that there is free salvation offered to the 
guilty alone, on account of what the Saviour 
hath done in the room and stead of all who will 
believe and trust in him for salvation ; that it 
is declared that by him all who believe are 
justified from all things, &c. One of them 
intimated that he had heard that none but 
Roman Catholics would be saved. As they 
both could read, I shewed them the Epistle 
of Paul to the Romans, and told them that 
every Roman Catholic ought to attend to 
what the Apostle addressed to Romans ! 
This they freely admitted. I then turned to 
the 3d chapter, and shewed them that all are 
under sin; that there isnone righteous, no, 
not one; that all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; but that be- 
lievers are justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. They replied, that what I had read 
and stated to them was surely truth. 

Rosert Beary. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 


To the Rev. J. Ivimey. 


The sender would feel himself under con- 
siderable obligation to Mr. 
would appropriate the enclosed as under: 
causing the same to be acknowledged in the 


forthcoming Baptist Magazine, from 
A. Z. 
£o Sas 

To Baptist Irish Society . es koe 
— the Fund for the Relief of 

Poor Baptist Ministers a Pet tate 
— the Baptist Mission for Jamaica 2 10 0 
— the Family of the late Mr. Wil- 21 

son, Baptist Minister at Sligot Paid 


Received by Mr. Ivimey. 


A sovereign from a poor sinner r.0 
Collected at Brighton i) Rev. 

Wm. Savory - ero) 
E.A. - - - 5 0 


Ivimey, if he | 


0" 


| 


| 


| 


Trish Chronicle. 


Sent by Rev. Francis Hiley. 


Collection at Llanwe- 


narth - ae Gk Ae 
Ditto at Belak =" "3 10°24 
: —— 912 0 
By Rev. J. Dyer. 

Mr. T. Philipson, Islington - 1p ae 
Female Friend, Somersetshire - 1 O O 
For Mrs. Wilson, of Sligo. 

Nathl. Robarts, Esq. - Ee OF LO 

Miss Davies, Walthamstow, by 

Rey. J. Dyer - =. 1 
Wm. Burls, Esq. Hitwise =s22770 0 
G. Acworth, Esq. Rochester Lear's 0. 
A thank-offering for the Lord’s pro- 

tecting care - - =1 FO he0 
A Friend, by Mr. Hinmers — ‘Soni Ad 


Several useful books have been received, 
“For the Library at Ballina, for the use of 
the young men under the care of Rev. James 
Allen.” 

1. Jenks’s Meditations, two vols. Syo. 

2. Hinton’s “ Series of Lectures adapted 
to promote a Revival of Religion.” 

3. Fry’s “ Seripture Reader’s Guide.” 

4, Gouge’s “ Scripture Directions.” 

5. Kinghorn’s * Baptism a Term of Com. 
munion.” 

6. Law’s ‘ Christian Regeneration,” three 


copies. 
7. Fairfax’s ‘* Life of the Rev. Owen 
Stockton.” 


8. Copley’s “‘ Memorial of Practical Piety.” 
9. Various Tracts. 


*,* The titles of these books have been 
given, that others who may wish to increase 
the small library at Ballina may not send du- 


| plicates. 


Subscriptions received by W. Napier, 
Esq., Grand Junction Wharf; Mr. S. 
Marshall, High Holborn; Mr. P. Millard, 
Bishopsgate Street; Messrs. Burls, 56, 


| Lothbury; Rev. J. Ivimey, Devonshire- 


street, Queen-square ; and Rev. G. Pritch- 
ard, 4, York-Place, Pentonville, gratuitous 
Secretaries ; by Messrs. Ladbrook and Co. 
Bankers, Bank-buildings : by Mr. H. D. 


0 , Dickie, 13, Bank Street, and Rev. Mr. 


Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; and 
by P. Brown, Esq. Cardigan. 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


MONGHYR. 


From Mr. Leslie to Mr. Dyer, 
dated Monghyr, May 14, 1832. 


My pear Sr, 

More than a month has elapsed since I 
ought to have written to you. My only ex- 
cuse is (and I am sure it will prove a valid 
one), that I have really been very busy in 
missionary labours. Though Monghyr is 
comparatively a small station, yet it is almost 
inconceivable how much there is to do. Mr. 
Moore has not been very well lately; and I 
have consequently had a more than usual share 
of English preaching. This, with the Hin- 
doosthanee services, schools, &c. have pressed 
so much upon me, that I felt, a short time 
ago, as if J could not bear up under them, 
Tn addition to these, I have had to superintend 
an enlargement of my native chapel,—no easy 
matter I assure you, when the workmen are 
all rogues, and so void of conscience withal 
that they will take their daily pay without 
working for it. It was, therefore, necessary 
that I should be with them some hours every 
day to keep them at their work. This was 
a two months’ business. And last, though 
not least, I have regularly spent two and three 
hours daily, for the last three months and 

a 


| upwards, in studying the hill language. This 


is an arduous job. There are neither lexi- 
cons, grammars, a character, books, nor any 
thing else to assist me. They have not even 
a name for a book in their language. My 
teacher is a hill-man, and understands the 
Hindoosthanee tolerably well. Through the 
medium of this language I communicate with 
him; and have been able to compile a vo- 
cabulary of considerable size, and in part a 
grammar. My teacher being able to write 
the Hindoo character, I employed him during 
the hours he was not engaged with me, to 
write in this character, but in his own lan- 
guage, all the tales, songs, &c. &c. he was 
acquainted with. This he has done to the 
amount of four or five quires. J have read 
the whole with him,—begin now to under- 
stand the most of what he writes,—and hope, 
in a few months more, to be able to converse 
with him in his own tongue. 

I forget what I told you in my last letter 
of my object in endeavouring to acquire this 
language. When at Bhangulpore, last De- 
cember, a place about forty miles from this, 
and in the neighbourhood of which the hills 
are situated, I had an opportunity of seeing 
great numbers of the people. I felt it a 
melancholy thing to be unable to speak to 
them,—their language differing as widely 
from Hindoosthanee as from English,—and 
being relieved, by the arrival of Mr. Lawrence 
from the care of the Digah station, I thought 

G 
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I ought to try to do something for the entirely 
uncared-for people of the hills. 


‘ be found who understood Hindoosthanee, and 
who would be willing to accompany me to 
Monghyr, for the purpose of teaching me his 
language. A man was found; and he has 
proved much more efficient than I expected. 
He is, as far as regards activity, very different 
from the people of the plains,—being very 
laborious; and is alse a man of unusually 
quick perceptions. If he be a specimen of 
the hill-people, they must be a very superior 
race to the Hindoos. In addition to his 
teaching me, and’ writing so much as he has 
done, he has constantly attended all our reli- 
gious services, and read a considerable portion 
of our Scriptures. And from frequent con- 
versations which I have had with him, as well 
as from witnessing his daily conduct (he hving 
onthe premises), I cannot help coming to the 
conclusion, that the Spirit of God has begun 
to work effectually on his mind. I have met 
with few men who have attained so speedily 
an understanding of the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and with no man whose heart seems to 
be so filled with it. The doctrines, the cha- 
racter, ard the work of Christ, have rivetted 
his attention. He tells me that he has found 
the trvth,—that he will never renounce it,— 
that he is desirous of following Christ in all 
his ordinances,—and that he is sure that if 
the Gospel were made known to his people, 
they would all receive it. Alas! he knows 
not yet that old Adam is too strong for youug 
Melancthon. | But so full is he of the Gospel 
that. he has been several times to about a 
dozen of his people who are at present in 
Monghyr, to tell them of the glorious tidings. 
‘Ihave had unfeigned joy in the man; and 
fondly hope that God intends to use him as 
an instrument in calling the hill-people to a 
knowledge of the Saviour. Oh! that my 
hopes may not be blasted. He has begun to 
~ pray, and even to ask a blessing at his meals. 
All these things I have Jearned by question- 
ing him; for he is so modest and backward 
that he tells me nothing of his own accord. 
He is now engaged in translating into his 
own tongue the Gospel by Matthew, and has 
got through fifteen or sixteen chapters. The 
other day, when translating the parable of the 
man out of whom the unclean spirit had been 
cast, I asked him if he knew what was meant. 
He replied nearly as follows: ‘ Previous to 
a man’s knowing and professing Christ, one 
devil may be said to dwell in his heart. But 
should he afterwards deny Christ, his state 
becomes so bad, that seven devils may be said 
to have entered him; and his punishment 
will, consequently be seven times greater than 
it would have been had he never professed 


Christ.” 


I accordingly | 
made inquiries whether any one of them could | 


| sacrifices. 
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The hill-people have no caste—have no 
idea of a future state—have no idea of God— 
and worship no idols. They, at stated times, 
pay homage to the sun and moon, and offer 
They bury their dead. 1 do not 
know the extent of the population; but my 
teacher tells me they are very numerous. I 
hope to visit them next cold season, when I 
will send youa particular account of them. 

As to my native chapel, it was found by far 
too small for the usual number of attendants. 
I have, therefore, enlarged it to twice the 
former size. And I am happy to say it con- 
tinues to be well attended. The enlargement 
cost 250 rupees, which was contributed and 
collected by several of the young ladies who 
attend our English chapel. 

The man of whom I formerly wrote as 
having given up his caste, and as very hope- 


| ful, still continues: but 1 have not intro- 


duced him, as I intended, into the church. 
I know of nothing wrong in his conduct ; but 
I fear he has not the warmth of a new and 
real convert. He has prayed several times at 
our prayer-meeting; and his prayers ap- 
peared to be humble and scriptural enough. 
But I have observed something like a covetous 
spirit about him. And all covetousness is 
idolatry. This feature is also very conspi- 
cuous in a Hindoo. At present I feel dis- 
couraged and disappointed in him. Time, 
however, will shew what he is. Delays here 
do no harm. If true religion be in the 
heart, delays will not drive it out. 

I hope the Committee and Society are not 
tired waiting for God; and I would hope also 
that they believe that God is as much glorified 
by their persevering in his cause when success 
is denied as when it isgranted. It would be a 
sorry thing, indeed, if we were never to 
work but when the sun shines. I am often 
cast down, and feel as if all my labour were in 
vain (who knoweth a missionary’s heart ?). 
Yet Iam revived when I recollect the word 
of God: “ All flesh shall see his glory.” I 
have sometimes thought that societies ex- 
pected too much; and that consequently too 
great an anxiety was felt by Committees to 
have something to present to the eye of their 
constituents—thus making the affair of mis- 
sionary societies like the transactions of bu- 
siness: just as if Committees said, “ See, 
here is so much for your money.” But this 
isnotright. If not a single soul were con- 
verted, the command to use the means ought 
to be motive sufficient to keep the church of 
Christ using her exertions. I have, also, 
sometimes tried to imagine what would be the 
effect upon your London meeting of a blank 
report—of your Committee coming forward, 
and saying: “ Friends, the Almighty frowns. 
You have this year sown, but you have not 
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reaped. Success is denied. The rain has | respectable English congregation, as well as a 
been refused. Our prayers are not heard.” | numerous attendance at his native chapel. 
Would there be any to clothe himself in sack- | The work of the Lord appears to be prosper- 
cloth and ashes? Would there be a sitting | ing in his hands. While the vast plains of 
down to mourn as under an awful visitation ? | Hindoostan are exhibiting nothing but a moral 
Would there be heard the voice of weeping, | wilderness, here is a spot where we may wit- 
andthe voice of inquiry, saying, ‘Is there | ness the fulfilment of the prediction, ‘¢ The 
not a cause for the Almighty’s frowns ? Have | wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad 
we not offended him? Come, let us humble for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 
ourselves before him. Have we not forborne | blossom as the rose.” We stayed at this inte- 
to contribute as God had prospered us? Have resting place about eight days, and then pro- 
We not neglected to wait upon him in faith | ceeded to Digah, thinking it most advisable, 
and prayer ?” O ! when will the chureh cease | as it would be attended with considerable less 
to look only to be pampered? When willit | inconvenience and expense, not to protract 
mourn, between the people and the altar, for | our stay longer at Monghyr. Of our arrival 
Zion? I am persuaded we must have a at Monghyr I suppose you have heard by 
mourning day before we have a rejoicing one. | brother Beddy, who wrote to you, he informs 
Zion must sit in the dust before she is ex- | me, while we were there. After much delibera- 
alted. She must mourn for children before | tion he has resolved, if the Calcutta brethren 
she receives them. There must be fasting and | approve of the measure, to remove hence to 
praying days before the devil of idolatry is | Patna. The city, as you are aware, has an im- 
cast out. Read Zech. xii. 1—14. ; Isa. xlix. | mense population. And as it isimposible for 
14—23. My paper is filled, and I can write no | the missionary who resides at Digah to labour 
more. My health is good. I had one attackofmy efficiently at Patna, the distance being nine or 


old fever lastFebruary ; but notsosevere as some 


former attacks. Yours affectionately, 
A. Leste. 
ee 
DIGAH. 


It gives us pleasure to insert the 
following communication from our 
Missionary brother, Mr. Lawrence. 

Digah, Feb. 26, 1832. | 
My Dear Sir, 

We have to record the goodness of our 
heavenly Father, who upholdeth us in our 
goings, for having permitted us safely to ar- | 
rive at the place of our destination. On the | 
27th Jan., 1832, nearly two months after 
we left Calcutta, we reached Digah. Our 


| at present very encouraging. 


passage up the rivers Hoogley, Jelinghy, and 
Ganges, has been long and tedious, owing to 
the wind, with the exception of two or three | 
days, and a very strong current being against 
us. The natives have no other method of | 
getting the boats along than by towing them, | 
and not by horses, as in England, but by | 
men, which of course must be very slow | 
work. We seldom were able to proceed more 
than eight kos, about sixteen miles, per day. 
At Kolgong brother Leslie kindly met us, and 
remained with us more than a week, till we 
reached Monghyr. Here we were most cor- 
dially received by all ‘the friends,’ whose 
kind attentions will ever endear them to our 
hearts. While mingling in their society, and 
joining with them in their devotional exer- 
cises, we could scarcely imagine ourselves in 
a heathen country. Brother Leslie has a most 


ten miles, it seems desirable that one should 


| reside there, rather than that two should be 


stationed at Digah, and that large city be left 
without aray of light. Mr. Pyebah, who for- 
merly resided at Patna, under the patronage of 
the Society, in accordance with the advice of 


| brother Leslie, I have removed to this place, 


that he might be more immediately under my 
own observation, as well as assist me in ac» 
quiring the language. He generally helps me 


| an hour or two every day at this, and preaches 


constantly among the natives. I frequently 
accompany him, that I may benefit by hear- 
ing him speak. The attention of the natives is 
Nearly all are 
willing to admit that what is said is very 
good ; but, oh! that they did feelit to be so ! 
The seed, however, must be sown in faith ; 


‘it is for us to labour, and for God to bless. 


We long to be able to talk to them in their 
own language of the wonderful works of 
God. We feel that to accomplish this will 
require no small portion of time and labour. 
Though we can talk but little at present, I 
think we have no reason to be discouraged 
with our progress. Brother Beddy has been 
in India many years, and of course has the 
advantage of us; he can speak the language 
pretty freely, though he is not able yet to 


| preach. Wehave Hindoostanee worship on the 


premises on sabbath morning ; also at Dinapore 
in the afternoon, where the attendance, we hope, 
is increasing. Both are conducted by Pyebah. 
On the sabbath evenings brother B. and 
myself preach in turn in the large hall 
of his bungalow ; the number of ‘attendants 
has been few. For several months past there 
haye been no English soldiers in the canton, 
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but we are now daily expecting the arrival of | 
a very large regiment from Agra, in which 
there is a church, consisting of several mem-_ 
bers, and pleasing prospects of usefulness 
amongst the soldiers. Cn their arrival we 
shall immediately re-open the chapel for En- 
glish service. 


( Concluded from last month.) 


—<>———- 
CEYLON. 
February, 1832. This has been the | 
harvest month in and around Colombo. In 


consequence of the natives being much occu- 
pied in cutting down, and collecting together 
their paddy, village preaching has been, in a 
great measure, suspended ; as I found, on 
visiting two or three places at the com- 
mencement of the harvest, it was impossible 
to collect people together to hear the word 
of God. But although, for a time, my at- 
tendance at some of the village stations has 
been discontinued, I do not know that a day 
elapsed in the month in which I did not 
preach the word of God. I have begun | 
Divine worship in a most neglected and deso- | 
late part of the outskirts of the town, near 
the great popish chapel in the ‘ Cotenchiery.” | 
I first. of all tried it on a Lord’s-day morn- | 
ing, at +7 o’clock, but found, at that early | 
hour, I could only collect a very few people 
together, but, on attempting it on a week 
day evening, a large number of the people 
are disposed to listen to the way of salvation 
by Christ. I have transferred to this place 
one of our village schools. It was before in 
a very unfavourable situation for scholars ; 
it is now on the verge of a considerable | 
population, is most accessible for the inspec- 
tion of visitors, and carried on with less ex- 
pense than before. Ihave commenced this 
school on a plan different from all our other 
schools. Most of them, i.e. those in Co- 
lombo, being in the midst of a popish pop- 
ulation—the parents of the children have 
prohibited the attendance of most of them on 
our worship on the Lord’s-day,—by which 
means one great end of Missionary schools— 
the leading the children to keep the sabbath 
holy, has been frustrated. I have remon- 
strated with the teacher on the subject, but 
T have found that to insist on these children 
coming to our chapel on the Lord’s-day, 
would be to keep them from school alto- 
gether ; and thus hinder their acquiring the 
knowledge of reading, and the elementary 
religious instruction. they receive in the 
school, As this is the case, I have been 
obliged to submit, concluding that it is better 
that children should be taught to read the 
word of God, and commit it to memory, 


| teacher. 
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although they could not be brought to hear 
the gospel—than be left in utter ignorance 
of the Christian religion. But on the es- 
tablishment of this school, I was determined 
to try a new principle, and to make the at- 
tendance on public worship on a Lord’s-day, 


of all whose age and health will enable them 
tocome, a sine qua non of their reception 
| into the school. 
| we could only recur to the same principle as 


If the experiment failed, 


existed in our other sehool,—if it succeeded, 
it might have a beneficial effect on the 
scholars of this school, and on those of 
others. Iam happy to say that, at present, 


it seems to work very well, but I shall be 


able to judge better respecting it in the 
course of a few weeks. One of our village 
schools from the commencement of the 
month, I have been compelled to discontinue, 
in consequence of the great negligence of the 
I trust that this act of salutary 
discipline has excited the fear and quickened 
the attention of the other teachers. 

Toa fresh mode of distributing tracts— 
and spot of preaching the gospel of Christ— 
T have been recently led. The bridge across 
the Calavy, which flows at the end of Colombo, 
is constructed of boats:—each day, from the 
hours of 10 to near 12, one or two boats 
are removed from the main part of the bridge 
toenable boats above and below the bridge 
to pass it. One day as I was returning from 
a village itinerancy, the bridge was opened, 
and I was struck with the number of people 
who were collected together to wait the 
junction of the boats of the bridge. I 
preached to them a short sermon; and 


| thought that it presented a fine opportunity 


of doing good, which might every day be 
embraced, of making known to many, who 
would otherwise be inaccessible to us, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. Accordingly 
on days in which I have no other engagement 
to preach, I go down hither, and usually find 
a congregation assembled, not, indeed, wait- 
ing fer me, but come for another purpose. _ 
Igo up to some of them with tracts in my 
hand, and ask them whether they can read— 
put a few questions to them concerning the 
way of salvation—tell them I wish them to 
be happy for ever, and wish to shew them 
the way to heaven, and inquire if they should 
like to hear of it. Some of them will assent 
—then, under the shade of a great tree, I 
preach to them for about half an hour, and 
get some one to conclude jn prayer. After- 
wards I distribute tracts among them—and 
if any time remain, before the junction of the 
bridge, go up to different little companies 
who would not join in hearing the word, and 
talk to them on their eternal welfare. It 
may be concluded that many will keep 
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aloof and refuse to come to bear—others 
will hear a little time and then go away— 
but many continue the whole of the time, and 
their number is frequently augmented by 
fresh persons coming to the spot, and al- 
though much of the seed may fall by the 
way side, yet, when itis considered how peo- 
ple from all places flow to the spot, and hear 
the word, and take home tracts which 
they would otherwise never have obtained, 
is it too much to hope, that, at another day, 
fruit may be gathered to eternal life from 
these labours by the way side ? 

This month has been a memorable one to 
the besotted inhabitants of this country, if they 
did but know the day of their visitation. 
About twelve months ago there came over 
from the continent of India the translation of 


a letter, which is said to have fallen from | 


heaven at the temple of Vishnoo, in Hindus- 
tan, which asserted that, on a certain day in 
the present year, a great prince should he 
born at the North Pole—that the iron age of the 
world should be turned into the golden one— 
thatthe average age of men should be 125 years 
—that on the evening of the day, or rather 
on the ninth hour of the night following the 
day, a great earthquake should take place, 
when all tyrants and wicked men should be 
destroyed, and all good people should be pre- 
served—that all people who doubted this 
would commit great sin—but all who be- 
lieved it, and told others of it, would procure 
to themselves the greatest merit. The people 
who will believe any thing (except the word 
of God), however foolish and absurd, in 
immense crowds believed this lying report— 
they were filled with consternation and 
alarm—they, in the past year, in a most ua- 
usual manner frequented the temples—bring- 
ing large offerings—coming from great dis- 
tances—and when they have paid their de- 
Votions at one temple, going to another, trying 
to avert from themselves the evil, and to se- 
cure the good announced in the prediction. 

It was thought to be of great importance, 
since the minds of men were madly bent 
upon idolatry by this delusion, to lay hold of 
the circumstance, and try to use it to advance 
the spiritual benefit of the people. Accord- 
ingly, at the request of some of my missionary 
brethren, I drew up a tract, entitled “ The 
Lying Prophecy, and the Truth of Jehovah,” 
in which I assured them that time would 
fully unfold the lying nature of the declara- 

‘tion; and urged them, in strong and affec- 
tionate language, no longer to be led aside by 
such delusion, but to forsake idolatry, and seek 
salvation through Christ alone. I then gave 
them an account of the way of salvation by 
Christ, and the method in which they must 
embrace it, if they wouldbesayed. The tract 


| priests of Boodha, who has 
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was put intoa Singalse dress by brethren, who 
had been longer in the island than myself; and 
two editions of it have been printed at Cotta, 
and one at the Wesleyan press at Colombo ; 
amounting in the whole to 6000 copies, 
at the expense of the Tract Society. It has 
been much sought for by the populace, and 
has called forth an answer from one of the 
poured all 
| manner of contempt on christianity. This 
is, however, a very hopeful thing, as it evinces 
the priests are concerned for the safety of their 
cause ; and will more fully fix the attention 
of the people upon it. As the answer was 
addressed to the Cotta Missionaries, in conse- 
quence of the tract coming from their press, 
It called forth the energies of Mr. Lambrick, 
who has prepared an elaborate exposition of 
the errors of Boodhism, and defence of chris- 
tianity, in a tract which has gone through 
| the press, and is now getting into circulation. 
| The good Lord bless it to the good of souls, 
Well, on the 17th of this month, the prophecy 
was to be fulfilled. It was the day fixed 
upon for all the wonderful predicted things 
to take place; but it has passed off like other 
| days. There has been no earthquake—no 
| golden age—no destruction of the wicked 
no merit to the believers in the « | ying word.” 

Sinee the expiration of the period, I have 
| drawn up another address to the Singalese 
people, entitled the « Lying Prophecy detected, 
| and the Truth of Jehovah established 3” in which 
| Thave endeavoured to continue the impression, 
and appeal to them respecting the vanity of 
these refuge of lies. The good Lord prosper 
these efforts to destroy idolatry, and hasten 
forward the coming of his kingdom. 


JAMAICA. 


The history of our mission in this island, 
during the year which has just closed, 
has been of such a peculiar character that, 
before we proceed to give the few particu- 
lars of information which have lately 
reached us, we think it right to submit a 


few remarks on its more prominent fea- 


tures to the consideration of our readers, 
In such a review, the most obvious facts 
are those which relate to the injuries 
which the Society has sustained. We know 
not the guilty conspirators by whose secret 
machinations the negroes were at length 
driven into acts of disobedience and insur- 
rection, They may, perhaps, remain un- 
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discovered till the judgment day. But 
enough has transpired to warrant the con- 
clusion that one main part of the design 
was toget rid of the detested Missionaries : 
and, if this design bas utterly failed, the 
failure has surely not been owing to any 
want of zeal on the part of those who 
formed it. Scarcely had the alarm been 
given, before the public journals of the 
island began to poar forth the most violent 
and outrageous abuse on the ‘ sectaries.’ 
They were furiously denounced as rebels 


and incendiaries—shooting was declared | 


to be too honourable a death for them— 
their persons were insulted—their lives 
attempted—their houses broken into— 
their chapels destroyed—and a combina- 
tion formed, including members of the 
legislature, judges, magistrates, clergy- 
men, officers of militia, and others, for 
the avowed purpose of expelling them 
from the island, even at the hazard of 
life itself ' Posterity will learn with asto- 
nishment that such a scene of atrocious 
persecution occurred in a leading British 
colony in the nineteenth century. Nor 
must it be forgotten that no redress has 
hitherto been obtained for one of these 
grievances. As far as we know, -the 
Colonial Union exists in full force at the 
present moment; innocent and faithful 
ministers of Christ are inhaling pestilence 
and death in loathsome jails; and thou- 
sands of Christian negroes mourn the 
utter privation of those means of reli- 
gious instruction which they have learnt 
to prize beyond every thing besides. 

_ It was unavoidable that opposition so 
violent and persevering should bring the 
Mission and its agents more fully before 
the public eye. That something consi- 
derable had been effected by the opera- 
tions of these despised sectarians was ob- 
vious. They could therefore no longer 
remain hid. The legislature and the pub- 
lic, both at home and abroad, have insti- 
tuted a rigorous scrutiny into their cha- 
racter and their proceedings; and the re- 
sult has been gratifying to a degree which 
few could anticipate. It seemed almost 
impossible that free-born Christian men 
could have resided for years in the midst 
ofa slave population, without being be- 
trayed into some unguarded act, or letting 


‘consummate prudence, as well as 
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fall some incautious word, which a malig- 
nant foe might wrest to their prejudice ; 
but every effort, though aided by perjury 
in its blackest form, completely failed, 
and the result of every investigation has 
been not only to evince the utter ground- 
lessness of the vile slanders heaped on our 
Missionaries, but to exhibit far more con- 
spicuously than by any other method, the 
the 
transparent integrity with which the deli- 
cate task of teaching Christianity to bonds- 
men was performed. 

Nor must we forget the admirable he- 
roism displayed by the religious negroes 
in resisting the infamous attempts to in- 
duce them to criminate their instructors. 
No doubt, it was confidently expected 
that, among many thousands, there would 
be no difficulty in finding a competent 
number, who might be persuaded, or 
bribed, or terirfied, into accusations fatal 
to the character, if not to the life of their 
ministers. But it was not so. The in- 
tegrity of these poor negroes was proof 
against all the temptations by which they 
wefe assailed. They were ready to suffer, 
if they could not otherwise avoid it than 
by bearing false witness against their best 
friends. What a proof does this afford, 
both of the nature, and the effect of the 
instruction they had received ! 

It is worthy of especial remark that the 
finished specimen of colonial depravity 
which the Jamaica persecution has afforded 
should have been furnished just in the 
very time when it would prove most use- 
ful. A band of patriots had long been 
employed in efforts to deliver the negroes 
from their bondage, but so long as the 
Missionaries were allowed to prosecute 
their labours without molestation, few, 
comparatively, of the religious public, ac- 
tively co-operated with them, But since 
the slave-owners, in their blind and head- 
long fury, bave bid defiance to the Gospel 
itself, the case has altered. The tidings 
arrived most seasonably to affect the com- 
position of the Reformed Parliament, 
The colonists provided lecturers to in- 
form and stimulate the public mind in the 
persons of Christian ministers who escaped 
their murderous fury, The result our read- 
ers well know—and they perceive in it a 
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new and striking exemplification of the | tion was not known when the packet 


consolatory truth that God makes even 
the wrath of man to praise him. 

As to the future, we think there is much 
to encourage, though we would not have 
our readers be too sanguine, To extinguish 
an evil so deeply rooted and so inveterate 
as is slavery, is a work of far greater diffi- 
culty than many are aware of; but we 
ought to be very thankful that our na- 
tional councils will now include a number 
of enlightened and able men fully deter- 
mined to accomplish the task. We add, 
with peculiar satisfaction, that the value 
of religious instruction, as the great means 
of directing the mind of the negro, whe- 
ther bord or free, is duly appreciated ; 
and that its wide and unrestricted diffusion 
is regarded as one of the principal guaran- 
tees of the future tranquillity of our 
colonies. f 

We have great satisfaction in observing 
that a number of our Christian churches, 
of several denominations, in town and 
country, have agreed to meet on Wednes- 
day, January 16th, for the purpose of 
special prayer for the Mission in the West 
Indies, and other objects of national in- 
terest~and we know that we are giving 
utterance to the feelings of some of our 
influential Jegislators when we express the 
earnest hope that “wisdom profitable to 
direct” may be implored for those on 
whom it will devolve to prepare and ar- 
range those measures which, through the 
Divine blessing, may issue in the abandon- 
ment of slavery not only by Great Britain, 
but by the whole civilized world. 


The last mail from Kingston brought 
us but little information immediately 
affecting our Missicnaries; but, on the 
whole, the prospect appears somewhat less 
gloomy. “We are beginning,” say 
they, “ to hope for brighter days.” Mr. 
Nicholls was about to proceed to Montego 
Bay, and expected to obtain a licence for 
preaching there, and it was hoped, opera- 
tions would be resumed, by degrees, in 
other quarters. Application had been 
made to the Attorney General to remove 
the trial of Mr. Kingdon to Kingston, as 
there was strong reason to apprehend he 
could not have an impartial jury at Mon- 
tego Bay, but the result of the applica- 


sailed. One Dawson, the jailer at Sa- 
vanna-la-Mar, who had _ pre-eminently 
distinguished himself in the disgraceful 
attacks on our friends there, has been 
called to the bar of the Supreme Judge, 
“an event,” says Mr. Kingdon, “ which 
we hope may have a good effect on sur- 
vivors.” 

The House of Assembly met on the 
30th of October, when the Session was 
opened by an able speech from the new 
Governor of a very conciliatory character. 
in one part of it his Excellency appears 
to refer to the recent aggressions at Sa- 
vanna-la-Mar and Montego Bay, and de- 
scribes them as indicating a spirit most 
injurious to the welfare of the celony. 

© It will be my duty,” said his lordship, 
‘¢ and one from which I will not shrink, to 
suppress the violent and illegal outbreak- 
ings of this spirit, whenever it shall appear, 
and by whomsoever fomented; but its 
lasting ill effects can only be averted by 
mutual forbearance and _ conciliation 
amongst the parties themselves.” 

We are happy to connect with this 
manly avowal on the part of His Majesty’s 
Representative, a paragraph from his an- 
swer to a congratulatory address, pre- 
sented by the Scotch Missionaries, Messrs. 
Blyth and Waddell; the import and 
bearing of which must be well understood 
by all classes in the island. “I am con- 
vinced, I hope incommon with the yast 
majority of the inhabitants, that itis by 
the diffusion, not the suppression of reli- 
gious instruction, that tranquillity can 
ever be satisfactorily restored: that it is 
by such means, and through the influence 
of ministers, of whatever denomination 
they may be, who temper zeal with dis- 
cretion, and command respect for their 
own character, whilst they communicate 
general instruction to their flocks, that the 
minds of the mass of the population can 
be opened to a sense of their duties as_re- 
sponsible beings, be taught patience under 
the continuance of their present lot, and 
can alone be adequately prepared for an 
altered condition.” 

How far one class of the Jamaica popu- 
lation agree with their Governor in these 
just and enlightened views may be ga- 
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thered from the persevering efforts to 
prevent our Missionaries and those of the 
Wesleyan connexion, from preaching at 
alt. Licences are refused, and then if the 
minister proceeds to discharge his duty 
both towards God and man, by “ diffusing 
religious instruction” he is forthwith thrown 
into prison. Weare sorry to add that the 
opinion of the present Attorney Geyerai 
for Jamaica favours the view which the 
magistrates have taken of the manner in 
which the Toleration Acts apply to that 
island. The subject has been referred to 
the legal advisers of the Crown at home 
for their opinion, but this has net yet been 
officially communicated. It would be 
not a little curious if all this investigation 
should result in the discovery that neither 
the act of 52 Geo, 3, nor of 1 Wm. and M., 
nor the persecuting acts of Charles 2, are 
legally of force in the colony. In that 
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case, we apprehend, our Missionaries 
would be protected by the common law, 
and might, we presume, exercise their 
functions without restraint, provided the 
peace be not broken. We hope, ina little 
time, all these harassing questions will be 
satisfactorily set at rest. 


—=—>>——- 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


A letter has been received from Mr. 
Davies, dated September 1, at sea, lat. 8. S. 
long. 25, 41. W. informing us that the 
voyage so farhad been exceedingly fa- 
vourable, and that divine worship had 
been regularly observed on board each 
returning sabbath. It was expected they 
would reach the Cape in about a month 
from that date. 
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Contributions received on account 
from November 20, to December 
Subscriptions. 


£9 so 
Bristol Auxiliary Society, for 
current year, by R. Leonard, 
Esq. sh ro at4 . 200 0 0| 
Lymington, Collected at public 
Meeting - - - 10 0 0 
Sway, Collection, by Rey. J. 
Mursell - = Ps ly ae 
East Essex Auxiliary, balance, 
by T. Blyth, Esq. renee AW GY See Gl 
Harlow, Collection, by Rev. 
Thos. Burchell - - 21 4 O| 
North of England Auxiliary, by 
Rey. R. Pengilly = - SO” Of 
Huntingdonshire Auxiliary, by 
Mr. T. D. Paul :-— | 
St Neots af 1S 12-7 
St.Ives - - 8517 O 
Bluntisham - 386 5 
Somersham - 51 2 0 » 
Ramsey - 18 9 
Spaldwick - 2 5 9 
LLG a Agu? 
Previously acknow- 
ledged ~~ a BOE OU 
—_—— 90 1 7 


of the Baptist Missionary Society, 


20, 1832. not including individual 


Collingham, Newark, and Sut- 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A box, containing 260 articles of various ki 
&c. intended for the East, has been thankfully 


Society,” as also a box of books from Birmingham to be forwarded t 
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£2 @..d. 
ton, by Rey. Mr. Burchell - 41 6 10 
Oxfordshire Auxiliary ; by Mr. 
Sam. Huckvale :— 
Abingdon. = 19" S911 
Bourton(moiety) 8 13 9 
ete TO... Bi 
Lincolnshire, &e. by Rev. W. 
Knibb :— 
Horncastle = ORO 
Boston = -I't 7S'-0 
Lynn th Qe 6 
—yv20. 49” 10 
DONATIONS. 
1Q. Q. ~ - - = 
S. B. - - - a 
“*Poor Sinner,” by Rev. Joseph 
Ivimey - - a 1) Onno 
Miss Leycester, Toft Hall, by 
Rey, J. Birt - - 1.00 
Rev. J. Stephenson, Lymp- k 
sham, by Rev. J. Edwards 1 0 9 
Mr. Paul, Ashwood Lodge, by 
Miss Keed - =y “JPnd*Fo 
Mr. Wm. Roworth, Notting- 
ham - - = hk O® 90 
nds, such as children’s frocks, caps, drawings, 


received from the “ Jersey Ladies’ Working 


o Mrs, Pearce, 


